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Oh, say can you 'C'? 
Woll, we couldn't. But some keen~yed Augusta Country 
readern were quick to point out that this tractor, which 
was Identified as a F,armall H In our November 1999 Issue, 
Is actually a Farmall C. James Sutton of McKlnley wrote 
In to tell us about the error. lnternatlonal Harvester made 
several Farman models Including the C - pictured here -
on H, an M and a Super M. Regardless of the tractor's 
model Insignia, "bees" still set up shop In this "C" and 
when the operators attempted to use the tractor, they just 
wanted to get the "H" away from there. Ph, ,. 0y s1.ocey B"" 

ShenanArts to present holiday play 
STAUNTON-What irMary,Jo­

scph.andevcn angels were a little more 
human lhan we sometimes imagine? 

This holiday season Shenanl\t\s 
presents The D111terfi11gers A11ge/, 
a fresh and enchanting vision of 
the Nativily slory. The play is wril­
tcn by William Gibson, also the 
author or The Miracle Worker. 

Performances arc Dec. 1-4 at 7:30 
p.m. and Dec. 5 at 2:00 p.m. The pro-

duction takes place in Healy Hall at 
the Virginia School for the Dear and 
the Blind. Genern\ admission tick­
ets are SS for adults and SJ fot chil­
dren. Premier reserved searing is 
available for $9 per person. 

Tickets can be purchased by 
phone from the ShenanArts Box or­
ficc. 540/248-1868, or in person at The 
Bookstack in Staunton and Town & 
Oimpus Recor~ in Harrisonburg. -
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Historic marker 
to be dedicated 
in Middlebrook 

MIDDLEBROOK--A highway 
marker highlighting the historical 
significance or the village of 
Middlebrook will be unveiled and 
dedicated 2 p.m., Nov. 27. The 
marker is located at the corner or 
Cherry Grove Road in the vi llage. 

The process or obtaining the 
marker from the Virginia Board of 
Historic Resources has been a year­
long project by reside nts or the 
Middlebrook area. The village is 
celebrating its bicentennial this year 
-April 1799 marked thedatewhich 
the first Jots were sold in the village 
to Scots-Irish and German settlers. 

The Middlebrook Ruri tan Club 
worked in conjunction with the 
Augusta County Historical Soci­
ety to obtain the marker. Donations 
were collected to pay for having 
the marker made. 

In the la te I 9 th century 
Middlebrook was Augusta 
County 's largest vill age, the cen­
ter or a thriving agriculture com­
munity. The s tagecoach road 
which passed through the village 
became the Middlebrook­
Brownsburg turnpike. Because 
modern transportat ion bypassed 
the village, it has retained much or 
the character of its late 19th cen­
tury appearance. The village was 
placed on the National Register of 
His\ot"ic Places in 1980. 

Meeting notice 
There will be a public meeting to 

discuss scenic Virginia Byway des­
ignation fo r Va. 252 through Au­
gusta and Rockbridge counties 7 
p.m., Dec. 14 at the Middlebrook 
Community Center located on 
Cherry Grove Road in the village. 
For information contact the Hand 
Craft Alliance at 540/885-3478. --
. -

Subscrlberst!I Teti your 
friends they can find 

Augusta Counlry at one of the 
following retail outlets. 

Waynesboro -
Kroger 
Sharon Bookstore 
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Young Hardware 
Gltchetl's 
The Bookstack 
Once Upon A Time 

Colonial Staunton Motl -
Books-A-MIiiion 
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Middlebrook 

HlSTORfC DISTRICT 

Bill Brubeck, a member of the Middlebrook Ruritan Club, stands 
at the marker which will be dedicated at 2 p.m. Nov. 'Zl. 

Virginia's historical marker pro­
gram is one of the oldest in the na­
tion. Funds ror all new markers come 
from private organizations, individu­
als and local jurisdictions. The in­
scriptions on the markers explain 
historical si tes, events and people 

that have been important in the his­
tory or the Commonwealth. 

Currently there are about 2,200 
official s tate historical markers in 
Virginia. The state's newest marker 
will have a place of honor in one or 
the Valley 's oldest villages . ---
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Augusta log house makes cover ,~~-­
of Poland's 'House and Garden' .. _ .... 
By NANCY SORREU.S 

MIDDLEBROOK - To those of 
us in Augusta O:iunly, lhe sight of a 
log house in a field is somelhing we 
take for granted, although perhaps 
we shouldn't as urban sprawl creeps 
across lhe coun1ryside. Bui a Polish 
molher-and-daughler leam knew a 
lreasure when they saw one. That's 
how Bill and Elizabelhs Ross's Airy 
Knoll became lhe cover story for 
Nasz dom i ogrod. For those of you 
who don't speak Polish, !hat's 
House and Garden Magazine. 

The glossy pholograph on lhe 
cover drew readers inside lo a fea­
ture s lory that included nine more 
pictures of the house lhal fairly 
glowed with earth colors, browns 
11nd natural wood tones . The 
Shenandoah Valley story slands in 
swrk contras I to the journal's other 
articles which fen lure ultra modern 
archilcclure sprinkled with photos 
of glass and bright colors. 

The lalc of how a home in 
Middlebrook, once sheller to ear• 
lier generations of Augusta sci· 
tiers, made ils appearance in Eu­
rope is an inlcresling one. II began 
wh,·n Maja God/cwsku and her fa. 

tltr:r Vl~ ilcd A1ncrk·u u11 u culturo/ 

exchange. While hc,e, \hey wctc 
gues\s of the Ross family . Maja 
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Elizabeth and Bill Ross look at the August 1999 Polish maga­
zine which featured their house. The spinning wheel posi­
tioned In one corner of a room where a narrow staircase 
leads to the house's second floor Is the Interior shot of the 
house used on the magazine's cover. Pho10 or None, s.n,u, 

thought the opportunities in 
America were good and applied for 
n fellowship lo relum and work as 
a vi siting arlist. She won the fel­
lowship and shorlly thcreafler, her 

Pal's 
1\nlique Mall 

'llrarsday 
th.rough 8Ul1day 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Located On Rt. 11 
At Exit 227 Offl-81 

North of 
Verona, VA24482 

(540)248-PATS 
Pat Griffin, Owner 

husband Marik won lhe Polish l01-
lery for a green card that allowed 
them to emigrate to America. 

As the friendship belween Maja 
and her American hosl family grew, 
lhe Rosses began including their 
new friends in traditional family 
activities. 

One such activily is known as 
"The Annual." The evenl, held 
once a year (how did you guess 
tha1?), for the last couple of de-

Ji 
Candle & 

Justa 
Toucha 
Nature 

Gift Shoppe 
Featuring Williamsburg, 

Bridgewater, A.I. Root. and 
Colonial Candles of Cape Cod. 
Consignment Arts and Crafts 

50% off Craft Supplies 
U.S. 340 S., Stuarts Draft 

540/942-9556 
l.oatlod lmmod/411/y B•hlnd 
SW,ru Oran AnUquo ll•II 

cades commemorates the 
restoralion of Airy Knoll . 
The chestnul and oak log 
struclure is 20 feel by 30 feet 
with an impressive 30-foot­
long summer beam strelch­
ing across the main room. 
Underfool are random widlh 

! 

pine floors . Overhead, nine 
beams run perpendicular from lhe 
summer beam. Tucked into a cor­
ner of the room is a tight, steep 
stairway up to the second floor 
which is open to the rafters. 

Airy Knoll spent much of its 20th 
century life as a tenanl house. Aboul 
I 900, 1he descendants of the origi­
nal owners built a modem addition 
to lhe central log slruclure. lnter­
eslingly, lhose same descendants, 
the Rosens, did the carpentry on 
lhe presenl kitchen. Even thal mod­
em add ilion needed work when the 
Rosses began restoring the house 
three decades ago, and they had 
their work cut out for them. 

"The mai n room had four doors 
and was actually two rooms sepa­
rated by a partition. At one time 
we were told that lh is room had a 
huge stone fireplace. When we gol 
the house it had a tin shingle roof, 
but before lha t it had wood 
shakes," Bill explained. 

"The fireplace was buill 12 feet 
into the interior," Elizabe th said. 
" We talked 10 lhe last survivor of 
the family who had lived in the 
house as a child. She spoke of s il• 
ling inside the fireplace to do her 
lessons so as to keep warm by the 
fire and read by lhe light of the fire." 

As they stripped off the layers of 
time they discovered that the origi­
nal owners had left lhe interior log 
walls exposed and whitewashed, 
probably as a preservalive and 10 
lighten lhe dark interior. The spaces 
between the logs were chinked 
with blocks of wood and then 
daubed wilh a mud and animal hair 
mixture. Later owners decided 10 
fancy up lhe place and covered lhe 
logs wilh hand-cul vertical lalhe 
lhat was plastered over. 

Bringing an old house into the late 
20th century was not easy and de­
tails regarding plumbing and healing 
had to be well thought oul. They even 
rolled lhe smokehouse closer lo lhe 
main house in order lo gain better 
views of the hills beyond the house. 

Once the house was presentable, 
lhey moved in and threw a parly 
for family, friends, and workers. 
Thus, "The Annual" was born. "Ev-

ery year since then we have had the 
party. Sixty or 70 people usually 
show up. We have local musicians 
in and we take the rug up, move the 
furniture back and dance. We have 
a big iron pot in lhe field and we 
boil com on lhc cob," explained Bill. 

Maja, the recent immigrant from 
Poland. allended lhe party and was 
captivated by the whole ambiance. 
In lhe summer of 1998, Maja 's 
molhe r Kalina Godlewska from 
Wroctaw, came to vis ii her daugh­
ler in America. Kalina wriles for the 
Polish House and Garden Maga­
zine and nalurally wanled 10 lour 
aro und the So uth and v iew the 
region 's sta tely architec1urc. 

Maja took her mother to places 
like Monticello and Billmorc, and, 
oh yeah, Airy Knoll . And of all 
those elcganl c ho ices , Ka lina 
chose to write aboul lhc log cabin 
m Augusla County. 

" Most Europeans don ' t think of 
Ameri cans living in rus tic old 
places. Kalina thought it would be 
interesting for people in Poland 10 
see that Americans do keep old 
things and old buildings," Bill said. 

"The article made a whole big deal 
about the house being out in a pas­
lure," added Elizabeth. "They em­
phasized tha1 the furniture in the 
house belonged to the family for 
many years and is valued and used." 

Those treasured family heir­
looms lhal may or may nol have 
any real worth outside of nostal­
gia include the favorile (worn) 
leather chair thal belonged to Bill's 
father, and a bookcase that came 
from the New Jersey home of 
Elizabeth's mother. A picture of a 
cow that graced lhe dining room 
ofBill 's childhood home has a place 
of honor at Airy Knoll . 

"It 's just plain old simple furni­
ture," said Bill. 

The piece of furnilure thal made 
lhe cover was a large wool wheel. 
Other pholos inside the magazine 
featured de1ails of the house. The 
ornale parlor stove that Elizabeth 
picked up at a local antique slore 

See AIRY, page 5 
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Youngsters recruited to ranks 
of confectioners to p e 
for Waynesboro chore 21zaa1r 
By NANCY SORREU.S 

WAYNESBORO -Many teen­
agers sleep in on Sa1urday morn­
ings, but not this bunch - at 
leas t not on one recent balmy 
November morning. 

Nine youlh and a few "would­
be-youlh" chaperones chose to 
rise early and work off their en­
ergy in a hot, hectic kitchen. It was 
a tough job, but someone had lo 
do it. Make a few pieces of candy, 
cal a few pieces of candy, make 
some party mix, ca l some party mix. 
It was definitely not a job for those 
with an uncontrollable sweet 
100th, however, beca use these 
Waynesboro Church of the Breth­
ren teens were making candy to 
be sold al the church's six th an­
nual Cookie and Craft Bazaar sci 
for Dec. 4 from 8 a.m. to l p.m. 

For the pas t four years, lhe 
church youngs te rs in the six th 
through 12th grades, have gathered 
al the church fellowship hall in or­
der to make their goodies. Each year 
they have become more organized 
and raised the production levels up 
a nulch. Mme candy. laslicr [udgc, 
nnd cookics, cookics, cookies. 

Psalm 34, verse 8-"Taste and 
see that the Lord is good"• has 
always provided the inspiration 
for the annual fu ndraiser and 
1here was no doubt tha t plenty of 
tasty sluff was being churned out 
of the kitchen on this Saturday. 
One group of youngsters worked 
in the hard candy area, rolling four 
different flavors in confectioners 
sugar, and snipping the warm 
pieces inlo mouth-size chunks be­
fore they cooled completely. 

Anot her cluster of helpers mixed 
bowls full of crunchy party mixes. 
Still others stirred fudge (with and 
without nuts), worked on the pea­
nut britllc, and concocted peanut 
boiler ba lls. When the bazaar day 
rolls around, the youth 1able will 
be piled high wilh calorics, includ­
ing Friendship Brownie Mix in 
decorated jars. The idea here is Iha! 
lhe jar wi lh !he dry ingredients i 
given lo a friend who adds the wel 
ingredients and bakes 1he brown­
ies. The resull '! Two friends caring 
some yu mmy brownies. Those 
!empted by the tasty munchies on 
the tables can also buy a church 
cookbook, then go home and try 
some of the treats in their own 

Members of the youth group at Waynesboro Church of 
the Brethren show the results of their day's worth of la­
bor as confectioners. Candy, cookies, and snacks made 
by the youth will be available for sale at the church's 
annual bazaar. 

_GALLERY~ 
HOURS 

Now through 
Christmas Eve 

MONDAY•fJUDAY 9-5 
5Al\J1WAY 11-4 

Staunton Augusta Art Center 
presents 1999 ".'Art for Gifts" 
5\ liofrtfay sa(e of fine, yet affortfa6(e 

arts antf crafts! .'Approximate(y 

Bo art ists •• 6ot/i foca( a,u[ rcgiona( 

rcyrcsenti119 12 stales. 

'P{easant 'Presents .Jl.y{enty 
~ .. ;ain~ ~d ~rin~. • • • • • • • • • • 

oodles of ornaments 
tons of toys -

a Gounty of Gasliets 
sc.:ids of ceramics 

texti{es jewelry candles snowmen 
... anamucli more 

STAUNTONAUGUSTAARTCENTER 
ONE GYPSY Hill ~ARK_• STAUNTON, VA• 540. 885. 2028 

kitchens . 
Other food concoctions 10 be 

sold are Turner country ham sand­
wiches, lime pickles, pear and peach 
buuers, and a few surprises. And, 
of course, no bazaar at lhis church 
would be complete without plenty 
of cookies and an appearance from 
the greediest cookie eater of I hem 
all - the Cookie Monster! 

About 6,000 cookies wound up 
in hungry s tomachs after last 
year 's event, including a hundred 
dozen or so lhat were baked that 
day an d served fresh i n the 
Cookie Ca fe. Despite efforts 10 lhe 
contrary, the big blue Cookie 
Monster gul ped down a few of his 
favori te 1rea1s as well. Fresh cook­
ies and hol beverages will again 
be served in the cafe. 

Those with an eye for fine crafts 
will wanl 10 browse th rough lhe 
rabies of non-edible items. New to 
!he sa le this year are hand-loomed 
denim rugs . Chris I mas ornaments, 
doll clothes 1ha1 fir on the I 8-inch 
American Gi rl dolls, poinsell ias, 
SERRV items, and prints from lo­
cal artists Lisa Geiman. Linda 
P a trick, and P a t M oss will all be 
for sale. An antique croche ted 
bedspread and a brand-new queen 
size quilt will be offered at a si lent 
auction . The winn ing qu ilt bidder 
will take home a crea tion by 
church member Mary Eaton. She 
has been worki ng on the cabin 
fever design since July. The qu ilt 
is splashed w it h a number of 
brighl co lors and has a scarie r 
cross in lhe center. 

There are so many wonderful 
things to c hoose fro m al th is 
even! lhat it is enlirely poss ible 

~ ~ciNU'ISl!OP 
• Local Outlet for Hershey Products 

-Hershoy GJn llns & Mugs 
-12VAnttles at Sugar-Free Candles 

- Mui an HoathCarda 
• Christian Book.a & Music 

• Unusual Gift hems 
• Quality Outdoor Furn1b.Jfe 

540/337-0298 

Jordan Coiner of Waynesboro offers a plate of cookies to 
the Cookie Monster. Youth members of Waynesboro 
Church of the Brethren gathered recently for a day of 
candy, cookie and snack making in preparation for the 
church's annual bazaar to be held Dec. 4. 

no more Christmas shopping will 
be n ecessary. Rumor h as it thnt 
even Santa s tops here for a little 
shopping, v is it ing, a nd double 
checking of his list. He will, of 
course, have to vie with th e 
Cookie Monster for the cookies . 

Designated amounls from lhe 
proceeds of the bazaar will go to 
lhe District Disaster Re lief Re ­
sponse and lo the 2002 National 
Youth Conference fund . The re­
mainder goes to lhe Church Fel ­
lowship Hall Bathroom fund. 

Way nesboro C hurch of the 
Brethren is located at 364 Bridge 
Avenue in Waynesboro. -

;re.zn 's ;ra.6.zics 

[q[®Oj 
LOCALLY MADE QUILTS 
• Fabrtcs -Sowing Notions 

• Oulltlng Mater1aJs& Suppl las 

540/337-0297 

.fl~r/'1 
-2J·~J~yQ 

..... . 

L«11tod On RI.. 608 Noa, Traffic Ught 
~ ~ AIU.S.:U0&608lnlu,octJon • • 
b.~~";1J ~-~ Opon &Ion. - S,t, 9:30a.m.-5p.m. 1 

Planters Bank 
YOUR FINANCIAL PARTNER FOR THE FUTURE. 

MEMBERFDIC 



Augusta Country, December 1999 5 

Art for Gifts offers unique treasures for shoppers 

Ralph Blessings of Washington, O.C., browses among 
some of the many hand-crafted Items on display in the 
annual Art tor Gifts sale sponsored by the Staunton-Au­
gusta Art Center located In the pumphouse near the en­
trance to Gypsy Hill Park. '"°'°' by ••MY f'l,mm..,. 

NEW ADDRESS 
21 N. Augusta St., Staunton, VA 24401 

YJte 37~u:tttn,,p $t?onze.P • 
HAZEL SPITZER 540/886-8641 
YARNS 
WOOL YARNS 

Come stc 011, 

fdt cd wool lwu 
HouRS 9 :30A.M.- 5P.M. 
M-SATUROAV 

CUSTOM FRAMING 
NEEOLE P01NT 

Coumm CROSS SmCH 

Henry 
Funeral 

Home,, Inc. 
I 030 W. Beverley Slrcet 
Staunton, Virginia 24401 

540!885-7211 
•Full Services, i11c/11di11g 

pre-need and cremation 
•Ample Parking 
•No Steps 
•E11tra11ce for the 

Handicapped 
Robert M. Corbin 

President 

Dixie 
Gas & Oil 

Corporation 
•Propane 
•Fuel Oil 

•Heating Equipment 
•Whirlpool/Kitchen Aid 

540/248-6273 
1-800-40-DIXIE 

•Figurines• T-Shlrts • Jewelrv 
•Doormats •Statlonerv •Wlndchlmes 

• Christmas Ornaments & Morel 
ALLBAEEDS 

Co.Ue.c:tors Cholte 
Downtown Staunton 540/885-8572 

By PENNY PLEMMONS 

STAUNTON - It is more than 
just a sale. It is an occasion to mar­
vel al the imaginative human mind. 
And if you just happen 10 come 
upon that perfect gift for that hard-
10-buy-for person, or that present 
destined to be a conversation 
piece, well ... that's just a bonus for 
slopping by the Art for Gifts Exhi­
bition housed in the Staunton Au­
gusta Art Center. 

This year·s annual event wel­
comes shoppers to a diverse world 
of crafts and arts . The center is 
open for art lovers and the curious 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday and 11 a.m. lo 4 p.m. 
on Saturday. And for last-minute 
shoppers, the exhibit will receive 
visitors through Christmas Eve. 

Ari center executive direc1or 
Penny Warren views lhe art array 
as "a wonderful opportunity for the 
community 10 have access to more 
than 85 artists." 

When you visit the exhibil lo­
cated in the historic pumphouse 
building at the entrance of Gypsy 
Hill Park in Staunlon, you will find 
the works of favorite local artislS 
such as the watercolor paintings 
of Margaret Bucher and painted 
silk scarves by Renee Brainard 
Gentz. Newcomer Indian Ridge 
Studio showcases an a11ractive 
assortment of gourds wilh a south-

Me1·1·y 
Clt1·ist1nas 
FROM EVERYONE AT 

GUYEAVERS 

EXCAVATING 

~~y/4> g'oa(,;,d,~ 

and Ma:v!A'17au:e am""'i' 
r1u-.r, ,,,,;,,{ w&:v,ufe ,:i 

/l,1a.Jed ~ Luke2:}4 

western appeal. 
Ar1is1S have cre• 

ated delicately 
blown glass orna­
ments , pottery 
decked in unique 
colors and glazes, 
earrings fashioned 
from recycled pa­
per, hand-made 
baskelS, and three­
foot high wooden 
carolers ready to 
bring holiday cheer 
10 any hearth. 

And let 's not 
forgot lhe chil­
dren's exhibilS. Ac­
cording to Ms. 
Warren, this area 
has been expanded 
10 pique the inler­
esl of children 
young or old. Folk 
toys, wooden heir­
loom toys, games 
for the imaginalion 
and knitted puppet 
mittens for tiny 
hands arc just a few of the works lo 
intrigue the child and childlike. 

"Anything in here will be 
unique," stated Ms. Warren. "We 
appreciate the community support." 

The six-week event typically 
yields between $15 ,000 a nd 
S 18,000 and supports the arti st 
as well as the center. This year's 

0Airy 
Continued from page 3 

caught the photographer's fancy, 
for instance, so the "Wood Buck­
eye" has a picture of ils own. 

Elizabeth added details about 
lhe purchase of the stove: " I spot­
ted that stove on the sidewalk in 
Staunton. It was the hottest day in 
August. I screeched to a halt, ran 
in and said, ' I want that! ' "Why,' 
they said, ' It 's August!"' 

When the mother and daughter 
team arrived al Airy Knoll to work 
on the feature , it was an all-day 
project. "They were here the whole 
day and spent the day moving things 
around," said Bill. "Yes, notice how 
pristine and clean the pictures arc, 
not like it is now," laughed Elizabeth 
glancing around at the house's lived-

event is sponsored by Mr. and 
Mrs . Robert E. Duke , the 
Staunton Marketplace and Paul 
Borzelleca Construction . 

So gel a head slart on your holiday 
shopping and in the process have an 
enjoyable trip. Who knows'/ You just 
might learn a little something about 
art while you arc I here. -

in look that included two large dogs 
draped on stuffed chairs . 

A year after the photo shoot and 
interview, the story was splashed 
across Poland in the August '99 
issue. "Maja hand delivered the 
copy to us," Elizabeth said. "And 
she gave us a rough translation." 

Both Bill and Elizabeth indicated 
they were pleased with the article. 
Although the honor of being the 
cover story on a Polish magazine is 
prob ab I y a unique one in Augusta 
County, it is clear that the warmth 
of Airy Knoll speaks loudly in all 
languages. Now the people in Po­
land know what the Ross family has 
always known -that lhe log cabin 
on the hill has been the scene of 
family celebrations, holidays, seclu­
sion, meditation, and revival. Above 
all else, it is home.-

You should renew. 
You know you want to. 

'.~ Greeuau~alt Trees 
"Cut your own" 6-9 feet 

White Pine - $12 
Scotch Pine -- $18 
Norway Spruce - $25 
HOURS: 
Mon.-Sat., 9-5 

~J::!o Sun~oy sales_ 

1.2 miles south of 
Greenville on U.S. 11; 
left on Rt. 853; 8/1 0ths 
mile to gravel lane on 
right immediately 
before railroad tracks; 
3/10ths mile to form 
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No es from t er brt HamlinrePOrtontheir ln this issue. ~ueusta Countr.vwriters NanCY Sorrells and Ro e a 
recent visit to the British Isles. 

Birthday trip begins with 
sights, scenery of Ireland 

ByNANCYSORREU.S 

Whal docs one do when one 
turns 40? Is ii a rime for reflection? 
For mourning? For celebration? My 
sister-in-law and I decided to cel­
ebrate our 40th birthdays with a trip, 
so we sci off on a lhree-weck jaunt 
through Ireland and Scotland. 

This was 10 be a fun and enjoy­
able adventure through the British 
Isles. II would also be a tesl of sorts 
to sec if we could navigate through 
a fore ign country and emerge 
friends after living logclher 24 hours 
a day for 21 days. You see, Sarah 
and I had been best huddics in high 
school, inseparable in fact except 
when I went out on dates with her 
bm1hc1. But ou1 Rive1head.\ grndu­

':-'.\\(,'" '1-.1"--' \n \ \l11 and we \y,,d no\ 
~pent more rh;,n a weekend or so 

together in the t·mwing yc:ars. 
And so for months we laid our 

plans, set dares, read up on where 
we wanlcd lo visit. Early on we 
decided that we would have hard­
and-fast arrival and departu re 
dates, but the rest of the trip would 
be ruled by serendipity. We gave 
fate the upper hand in deciding 
where we would be and what we 
would see. And, you know what, it 
turned out just fine . 

Fate took control immediately and 
wove some interesting threads and 
colors into the taix:stry of our journey. 
Let me tell you about a few of them. 

Our journey began officially in 
Dublin, the capital city of the Irish 
Republic, with a metropolitan area 
that holds one third of the popula­
tion of the entire counrry. In hind­
sight , it was probably not a good 
idea for two left-side driving nov­
ices to emerge bleary-eyed and 
blinking inro the traffic of Dubli n, 
but lhat is exactly what we did. We 
picked up our car at Dan Dooley 
rental s and went screaming and 
shrieking off into the Dublin traffic. 

All would still havc been well 
except for an unfortunate coinci­
dence in the timing of our arrival 
date. We did not know lhat there 
are two Sundays in September 
which are dear 10 the Irish soul 
- those are the days when the 
All-Ireland Finals are played in 
Croke Park in Dublin. The first 
Sunday is when the top two 
teams in the land vie for the cham­
pionship c up in hurling, the sec­
ond decides the best Gae lic foot-

Dolmens are giant, rectangular slabs of stone which have 
been raised erect to create an entranceway of sorts. The 
original use of dolmens remains a mystery although some 
were entrances to tombs and others seemed to have an 
astronomical significance. In Ireland there are hundreds of 
these Neolithic masterpieces scattered across the landscape. 

ball learn . We arrived on the af­
ternoon or the hurling final s (pro­
nounced hurly) . In other words, 
we had arr ived in Dublin on the 
equivalent of Super Bowl Sunday. 

After getting rough directions at 
Dan Dooley 's, we knew the general 
direction and roads wc wanted in 
order lo head south out of town. 
We even saw the signs for those 
roads, so we were NOT lost. How­
ever, as we plunged inro our jour­
ney, the traffic around us got heavier 
and heavier and hordes of people 
were walking, no,streaming, on the 
sidewalks and in the streets to­
ward the stadium. We were trapped 
in a flood of humanity. 

Being keenly intuitive we real­
ized something was up. Perhaps the 
foct that the walkers seemed to be 
ei ther dressed in red and white or 
black and gold gave us a him as 

Pho1os by Nancy SoneCs 

wcll . Not too fa r inlo o ur journey 
we were awash in a sea of those 
four colors and near!)• at a stand­
still in bumper-to-bumper traffic. As 
we approached the point where we 
needed to make a left turn to get to 
our known destination, we were 
denied access by a policeman at­
tempting to maintain order. 

And so it was that less than an 
hour into our arrival in Ireland, we 
were driving blind, heading south, 
off into the unknown. It turned out 
fine, although the rai n and the nar­
row roads that we soon found our­
selves on did test our sleep-im­
paired brains. By the evening we 
had visited the Wicklow Moun­
tains and the ru ins or a sixth cen­
tury monastery, Glendalough. 

After s pend ing the night al 
Arklow, we were up early and off 
on a rambling backroads tour in a 

~ ff .fas/ir;Jnc. 
I jf1Sllrancer _:_j 
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southwesterly direction. The 
beauty of exploring such country 
roads is that one neve r knows 
when an exciting "find" will appear 
before you . Such was the case of 
the dolmen, two dolmens actually. 
Dolmens are remnants of prehis-
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\" '" \ \ 
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~ g "' ~= ~ 
toric architecture- massive, silent 
reminders that this land has been 
inhabited for a long, long time. 

Dolmens are g iant, rectangular 
s labs of s tone which have been 
raised erect to create an 

See DOLMENS, page 9 

Arriving In Dublin on the day of the All-Ireland Fi­
nals, the equivalent of Super Bowl ~unday in the 
U.S., we found the country crowded wtth fans cheer­
ing their hurling teams to victory. 

LOWE'S GIFT 
CERTIFICATE 
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Ulster farmer recalls Iif etime in agriculture 
By NANCY SORRELLS 

BALLYCLARE, CO. ANTRIM, 
Norlhcrn Ireland - George 
Kennedy is a rosy-cheeked, big­
boned man wilh a farmer's hands 
- big knuckled and gnarled from 
nearly 80 years of being oul in !he 
kind of raw wealher that can come 
and slay in Ulsler. He also has a 
sense of humor and a worldly 
savvy Iha! goes beyond the 
hedgerows and po1a10 fields of 
rural Anlrim . All of I his, as well as 
a sense of family herilage and pride, 
were easy lo sense as we sal in lhe 
living room of his stone farmhouse 
and lalked over tea while a lashing 
rain bcal down oulside. 

All hough at 79 he is relired from 
farming, George was born inlo lhe 
world of agrieullure al 1he very 
same lwo-slory house where he 
slill resides. His grandfalher, Rob­
er! Kennedy, came from Coun1y 
Muyo and began conslrucling lhc 
house in I 888. When he died sud­
denly at !he age of 40, ii was up lo 
his widow and her IO-year-old son, 
George's fol her, lo finish lhe job. 

"She finished ii, bul ii nearly fin­
ished her," said George of his 
grandmolher's stick-to-it-ncss . 
"They quarried stone out from the 
hills nearby and in slack limes they 
broughr 1hc s1one here in slipcs 
(wheel-less vehicles thal resemble 
sled.<)." he said. "While 1/1ey were 
hurlding lhis house !hey lived in a 
single-story \hatched building." 

Sweet 
Dreams 

~ 
You know where 
to find euctly 
what you wutl 

Byers Street 
Housewares 

Be happy 
Rest up 

Enjoy the season 

George Kennedy has farmed in Ulster most of his life. His 
family's primary agriculture interest has been dairying. 

The farm was wcll r:slablished by 
1he time George came along and 
helping to run the operation was 
the life George knew. He wenl to 
school uni ii he was I 7 and then 
came home lo 1hc fam1 . 

Dairying was the main thrust 
of \he farm in those days . "We 
had dairy cows, some pigs and 
some store callle," he noted. The 
cattle were almosl all shorlhorned 
like Fricsan (Holslcin) or the horn­
less Irish moilcy callle . 

" We brought them home every 
night and milked about 20 by hand. 
They were milked twice a day and 
a heavy milker would maybe give 
three gallons. We tried to keep them 
milking for45 weeks," he explained. 

Milking took place in the barn, 
called a byre in Ulster. "We lied them 
up, sat on a slool and milked into 
galvanized buckets," he recalled. 

The stone farmhouse has a but­
ter room/milk room allached to lhe 
house and that was the center of 

the dairy production. Milk was put 
into crocks and thickened and then 
butter was made from the whole 
milk . "We churned the butler with 
horses running a machine. It was 
lough going in the summertime 
with all lhe heat," he said. 

In peak production periods, the 
family made 100 pounds of buuer 
per week which was sold on Tues­
days and Thursdays in Belfast. 
Butter's byproduct, bullermilk, also 
was sold. It was placed in wooden 
containers called runlets and taken 
to the local baker who bought it and 
dumped it into huge barrels. Each 
runlet held 44 quarts of bullcrmilk 
and the Kennedys sold about 20 
runlets to the bakery each week. 

Just because dairying was the 
main focus on the farm docs not 
mean that other agricultural en­
deavors were excluded. The 
Kennedys occasionally fatlened 
calves and sold them al the 
weekly market in Ballyclare. 

Don't delay. 
Renew today. 

See page 2 for details. 
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"I would walk them to Ballyclare 
on a rope. Ballyclare is about three 
miles away. I would stand there in 
the Ballyclare Square and some­
limes I would have to walk home 
with the calf again if nobody 
bought. It was hard making a price. 
Somelimes you would ask too 
much and you couldn't get rid of 
the animal and sometimes ii sold 
too soon and you knew thal you 
had not asked enough! " he said 
with a twinkle in his eye as he 
explained the bartering that went 
on at lhe village market. 

Most farms in those days also 
had plenty of chickens running 
around the barnyard. When butter 
was 1akcn to the Belfast market, 
eggs were often packed in hay and 
taken along for sale as well . In sea­
son, polaloes and rhubarb were 
addi1ional items for the market. 

Pigs were another common fam1 
animal and the Kennedys kept the 
prick-eared York pigs as well as the 
lo~ared Ulsler Whites. "We had a 
proper pig house out here, but we 
only kepi a few pigs. We shared a 
pig with a neighbor because one was 
too much forour family," he said. 

When ii came time to butcher, most 
familicsinAnlrimdidnotdotheirown 
butchering. Rather, they hired a "pig 
killer" who would make lhe rounds of 
all the farmhouses when he could and 
take care of lhe job. "The pig killer 
could come in the middle of the 
night or al six o'clock in the morn­
ing. He sailed the meal and then 
we hung it up in our kitchen." 

When George was young, draft 
horses provided the power for the 
farm work. His father had two Cly­
desdale-lype draft horses. 

"They were for working the land 
you see. My father delivered hay 
with the horse and cart. There was 
a hay market in those days and you 
would take in a load of hay and 
maybe bring home a load of grain 
lo feed the callle. That was a long 
day, but you rarely came home 
empty-handed," he remembered. 

Horses also were used to run the 
butler chum and a thresher for the 
oats that were grown on the farm. 
Gradually, however, mechanization 
forced the horses out of work. In 1922 
George's father bought a lorry, and 
from then on the wooden cans full of 
buttermilk went lo town on the truck. 

As the horses were worked less 
and less they became high strung 
and filled with too much energy. 
"They became very hard to work 
with and when you brought them 

out you had to ring them which 
means you put them on a long 
rope and ran them around and 
around in a ring," he said. 

In 1942 the family bought a 
Ferguson lraclor. "I was glad lo see 
the horses away," recalled George. 
"The tractor took a wee while to 
get used to, bul ii was a great 
change. We had lo find homes for 
the animals as well ." 

Even with innovations like trac­
to rs, working on the farm was 
never an easy job. When pressed, 
he allowed that mowing meadows 
with scythes was the hardes t job 
on the farm . " If you had a 
meadow, it had to be mowed." 

Harvcsling oats with a sickle was 
no job for those with a weak back 
either, but later the family acquired 
a Woods reaping machine thal elimi­
nated the hand harvest of grains. 

Yet another character-building 
job was mai ntain ing the hawlhorn 
and beech hedges that divided 
the fields. " We cut almost every 
hedge about the farm with a hand­
saw," he said. The wood cullings 
were then mixed with coal and 
used for fuel in the house. 

No Ulster farm would be com­
plete without a large crop of pota­
toes. Po1a1oes were drilled in the 
field . When !hey were harvested 
they were put in big jute bags 
called hundredweight bags. Each 
one weighed I 12 pounds and a 
farmer could throw a hundred­
weight bag on his shoulder. 

Pola toes were also planled in lhe 
family garden, bul here they were 
put in wide beds. "Each ridge was 
four potatoes across. The next year 
the space and the ridge were shifted 
halfway," explained George of the 
rotation system for the potato crop. 

The vegetable garden was 
more the domain of the farm 
women. Their entire garden was 
hand dug with a spade twice a 
year. "A garden would have 
more or less everything to fill 
the table: carrots, onions, pars­
ley, celery, leeks, shallots, peas, 
beans and cabbage. There were 
also gooseberries and currants 
for jams," he recalled. 

Whether it was mowing a 
hayfi_eld, hand spading a garden, 
walking a calf lo market or milk­
ing a cow, the family never stayed 
in bed past five in the morning. 

"Everybody did that in those 
days. We never got a slack 
minute. It was all hard. It was a 
hard life," said George. -
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G;~f;;~~~ic adventures in the British lsl,_e_s_·p-~r~ 
structed in the !5th century. I knew r,:i ' 

By ROBERTA HAMLIN 

No matter where one finds one­
self - at home, at work, traveling 
the inlcrstale highway sysrem or 
the airways of the world - one 
rhing is ccrrain. Our brains will tell 
us on a very prcdicrablc schedule 
rhat ii is lime lo add more fuel 10 
!he body machine. And for some 
of us, rhal refueling is one of our 
favorilc occupalions. 

In spile of all lhe jokes and re­
marks aboul lhe qualily of !he food 
in Britain, on 1he recent facl-find­
ing mission by A11g11s1a Cou111ry 
Slaff wrilers, nothing bul good 
food was encounlered. Perhaps 
approaching 1he subject wilh a 
great sense of advenlure helped. 
We were nol shy when ii came lo 
lrying a favorile local specially. 

Much 10 my surprise, lhe food I 
was served on lhe Brilish Airways 
night inlo Gatwick was nol bad al 
all. Even faced with eating an ample 
dinneronly lhree hours before be­
ing fed breakfasl, I managed no110 
leave much food on my plale. Once 

Toe Lowther Street Con­
gregational Church where 
Thomas Woodrow, mater­
nal grandfather of Wood­
row Wilson, was pastor 
from 1820-1835. 

Phc10t by Rcbot\l Hm,l:n 

having arrived at the home of my 
friends in Brighton, some mighty 
fine food appeared. 

The day of my arrival also hap­
pened to be the birthday of grand­
son Young David, and I was privi­
leged to join 1he family in a bit of a 
celebration - roast leg of lamb 
with gravy and mint sauce, roasted 
potatoes, carrots, peas, miniature 

Yorkshire puddings, apples, green 
beans, broccoli and other dishes 
as well. 

The English do not believe that 

Toe Citadel In Carllsle 

anyone al their !able should ever 
nol be fed sufficienlly. I 1hough1 
thal lhe reason for the ample 
amounts and variety of dishes lhat 
firs! evening was because of the 

nature of the celebration, 
however, ns my visit conlin­
ued, I discovered that every­
where and all of lhe time one 
was fed very well . 

The next day Fred and 
Sylvia took me on a little tour 
along the Sussex coast west 
of Brighton were we had our 
lunch al a lilllc restaurant on 
rhe sea which they parlicu­
larly liked. /1 was a liny place, 
all brighl and sunny, wilh a 
cafeteria slyle seleclion. I 
chose the "Collage Pie."This 
savory dish, which is not re­
ally a pie but a dish of meal 
under a "crust" of mashed po­
tatoes, was created as a use 
for the leflover meal from a 
roast It is known by many 
diffcrenl names. We most of­
ten hear it called "Shepherd's 
Pie." One place I wenl, it was 
listed as "Farmer's Pie." But 
my very favorite version is 
called "Resurreclion Pie" -
the very last bits of cold meat 
from Sunday's roast are res­
umcted for this interesting 
recipe. 

Resurrection Pie 
INGREDIENTS: 
3 cups (about 4 large), cooked 

po1a1oes, mashed with 
a little milk and butter 

1 to 2 pounds of finely 
chopped cold meat 
(lamb is tradilional , bul beef 
is oflen used.) 

2 Tbsp. butler, oil or meat drippings 
I Tbsp. flour 
2 onions, finely chopped 
3/4 cup beef broth 
2 tablespoons tomato paste 
2 carrots, peeled and sliced thinly 
I teaspoon parsley 

or rosemary (or mixed herbs) 
Salt and pepper 
3 to 4 ounces of grated 

Cheddar cheese 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. In 

a medium saucepan, melt the but-

ler or meal drippings. Gen1ly cook 
the onions until they are soft, !hen 
stir in 1he flour and cook for two or 
1hree minutes more, stirring con­
slanlly. Remove from the heat and 
add the beef broth. Return to the 
heat and bring to a boil, continu­
ing to stir. Add the tomato puree, 
the carrots and the herbs and con­
tinue to simmer about 10 minules, 
or until carrots are tender. Stir in 
the chopped meat and cook this 
mixture for another lOminules. Sea­
son with salt and pepper. Transfer 
the meat miKture to a shallow ov­
enproof dish and lop wilh the 
mashed polaloes. Sprinkle lhe 
graled cheese over the potalocs 
and bake until the top is well 

browned (ab~u_i ;f }~ 25 minutes). 

Throughout England, wherever I 
slopped form y dinner, I was served 
many savory dishes of beef and 
lamb wilh the ever present mounds 
of green peas and "chips" (french 
fries) . The English dearly love their 
peas and potatoes. At one litlle pub 
in lhe Midlands, I was served roast 
beef with baked potatoes, two or 
lhree boiled potatoes, and a big pile 
of chips along with the green peas. 
There was also a small Yorkshire 
pudding and gravy, just in case I 
need a bit more carbohydrates. 

As I traveled north on my way 
to meet my traveling companions 
for Scotland, Nancy and Sarah, I 
stopped for two nights in Carlisle. 
The city is less than 10 miles south 
of the Scottish border and was 
reached by the Romans in the first 
century A.D. In lhe early part of 
the next century, the Emperor 
Hadrian built the 80-mile long 
Hadrian's Wall which stretches 
from Newcastle on the east to 
Carlisle and the western ports of 
Solway Firth. As a border city, 
Carlisle saw its share of skirmishes 
and history and promised to be an 
interesting place 10 explore. 

The castle there was built in 1092 
mostly with stones from a large 
Roman camp nearby. The cathedral, 
originally the church for an Augus­
tinian priory, was built the same year 
and after several fires was recon-

that with all that history, I must 

spend at least two day~ ther~- An 
even more interesting bit of history 
was discovered, however. 

My hotel was just _acro~s the 
square from the historic tratn _sta• 
lion and, after getting settled 1_n, I 
decided to go in search of a httle 
dinner. I stopped and asked the 
young woman at the desk for her 
recommendation. She told me 
about the little pub which was in 
the hotel, two other pubs, more 
ornate and expensive, toward the 
train station, but, " My favorite is a 
little place about two blocks down 
this street," she told me. " It is not 
much of a walk, and the food is 
good, and inexpensive. It is called 
the Woodrow Wilson." I blinked 
my eyes, and gave my head a littl e 
shake, thinking that perhaps I 
might be a bit hungrier than I real­
ized and was hearing things. 

" What did you say it is called?" 
I asked. 

"The Woodrow Wilson," she 
repeated. 

When I realized that I had heard 
her correctly, I asked if she knew 
how it got that name. " I think that 
perhaps he was born here, or some­
thing," she told me. When I ex­
plained that he was actually born in 
America, she said that perhaps it 
was someone in his family who had 
been from Carlisle. Intrigued, off I 
went down the street to invcs1iga1c. 

And there it was before me: The 
Woodrow Wilson Free House. 

In I went, chose a table and stud­
ied the menu to decide on my din­
ner. At the table next to me ·were 
two happy ladies, enjoying them­
selves over a glass of ale. I asked if 
they knew how the pub got its 
name. One of them told me that she 
thought that Woodrow Wilson's 
mother had been born in Carlisle, 
and went on to explain that the pub 
was one of several of a new chain 
opened in England. The owner liked 
to name each one for someone with 
an historical tie to the town where it 
was located. I thanked her and went 

March5 

Woodrow Wilson's mo­
ther is from Carlisle and 
this pub Is named for the 
historical tie between the 
town and the 28th presi­
dent of the United States. 

off to order my dinner - a combi­
nation of bolh English and Ameri­
can tradition: lamb burger with mint 
sauce, salad and chips. 

The Woodrow Wilson 
Lamb Burger and Chips 
INGREDIENTS: 
Ground lamb shaped into patties 
Mint Sauce (reci~ follows) 
Sliced tomato and a leaf of ieltuce 
(salad) 
Chips (nice FAT fries -

Th~,~~bf p~rcye ,~kJ~~H~JlJiu;r~a 
griddle just as we would our ham­
burger, and placed on a round bun, 
with a good dash of mint sauce over 
the meal. You add yourown tomato 
sauce or other dressing and enjoy. 

Mint Sauce 
INGREDIENTS: 
1/4 to 1/3 cup fresh mint, finely 
chopped 
1/4 cup water 
I to 2 tbsp. sugar 
1/2 cup vinegar (malt is best) 

Two or three hours before you 
plan to use the sauce, bring the 
water and sugar to a boil, stirring 

See SAUCE, page 9 
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•Dolmens 
Continued from page 6 

cn1ranccway of_ sort~. Oflcn a capslonc, of 
lhe same ma~s1veness, has been balanced 
ac~oss lhe lop where ii has remained del icalely 
poised for 1housands of years. The original 
use of dolmens remains a mystery allhough 
some were enlranccs lo tombs and others 
seemed 10 have an aslronomical significance. 
In Ireland there are hundredrnf these Neolithic 
ma~lcrpicccs sca11ered across the landscape 
often sharing field~ with herd~ of livestock. • 
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took a tour of the castle. We were not the 
only ones touring this 800-year-old castle 
and the crowds were quite heavy on that 
mild September morn. Much to our amaze­
ment, however, we suddenly saw people we 
knew-the English couple from that surreal 
Dolmen encounter the day before! We chat­
ted for a moment, joked about the potential 
for rain and then departed. 

Our first dolmen was viewed from across 
a slone wall. The second had a quarter-mile 
pathway around a sheep field and right up 
to the stones. En roule lo lhe second, a typi­
cal Irish shower opened up and caused us 
to seek sheller under the dolmen's rock over­
hang. Suddenly we were not alone under that 
rock shelter. There on that remote back road 
a couple had decided to also visit the dolmen 
and had gollen caught in the same rain. 

Newgrange Is a portal tomb studded with fist-sized stones brought 
from 70 miles away. A passage more than 60 feet long leads Into 
the center of the mound. Lining the narrow passage are slabs of 
stone weighing several tons each. Pho:" 0y Nancy s"'"" 

The rest of our day was spent exploring 
some beautiful ruins under a rare blue sky and 
brilliant sunshine. We challed with a man (and 
his sheepdog) who still lived in a thatched cot­
tage (the roof was "more trouble than ii was 
worth" he told us), found some early Christian 
crosses high atop a hillside, and toward late 
afternoon we found ourselves on the cliffside 
town of Ardmore overlooking the sea. Ardmore 
is derived from the Gaelic which means prom­
ontory on a hill and this town was truly charm­
ing. II could even boast of once being selected 
as Ireland's "lidiesl Town." 

During the five minutes or so that it took 
for the rain lo abate, the four of us gathered 
under the rock and chaned. We learned they 
were from Yorkshire, England, and together 
we laughed about the navigational difficul­
ties we were all having on the unmarked Irish 
back roads. Let me emphasize that the talk 
never advanced beyond that. We never gave 
our n.imes or revealed any of our travel 
plans. (Mostly because we didn ' I have any.) 

Helping You 
in the 

Comfort of 
Your Hom• 

Then the rain slopped and we departed from 
that lonely, deserted field . 

At this point I should say something more 
about hurling. This Gaelic sport resembles field 
hockey except the stick is wider al the end and 
shorter than a hockey stick, usually being 
about three feel long. The grass field is called 
a pitch. The ball is sligh1ly larger than a tennis 
ball and is harder, having a cork center and 
leather cover. When hit with a hurling stick, 
lhc ball can travel nearly 70 miles an hour. 

I tell you this because that night Sarah 
and I quite innocently ended up in Kilkenny, 

mo 
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home of the Kilkenny Wildcats ( colors black 
and gold). Thal evening we walked down­
town for dinner and entered a deja vous zone 
as we were suddenly awash in a sea of black 
and gold. Turns out that the Kilkenny Wild­
cats had. been one of the two teams in the 
All-Ireland game and now the lads were com­
ing ho me. Unfortunately the team had lost, 
but the townsfolk were still proud of their 
Cats and had decided to give them a wel­
come home parade. 

Before we knew it, marching bagpipers and 
a huge open-topped bus carrying the team 
were passing through 1he narrow town streets. 
Then the crowd itself swept into the streets 
and we found ourselves IN THE PARADE 
among the people waving black and gold 
streamers and shouling "Well done, lads!" 

We learned that evening that Kilkenny is 
home 10 an 800-year-old castle and the next 
morning, afler fueling on a huge Irish fry 
brcnkf.asr. we wnlkcd the cas tle grounds and 

As we zoomed westward toward our evening 
destination in a Cork townhouse, we suddenly 
realized that the scenery had changed colors. 
The black and gold banners and nags that had 
decorated every car and house in the Kilkenny 
area were now red and white. Too late we real­
ized that we were following another parade 
route - this lime for the victorious Cork 
Rebels. We had inadvertently again launched 
ourselves on the Irish hurling tour! 

Number Forty-eight, our B&B townhouse 
for the night, was quaint and our host, Mikel, 
was a beguiling Irish man with a 1rue gift for 
blarney. Speaking of blarney, we had decided 
that if the next morning was rainy, then we 
would go to Blarney Casile, but sunshine 
would send us further west to Kerry. 

We awoke to the pitier paner of rain, so 
off to Blarney ii was. Yes, we kissed the Blar­

See BLARNEY, page 11 

Ireland's Kerry Is remote dramatic ba r 
nearly vertical hills, rise up all around the~~~~;: ~reathtaklng. Steep, 
the ocean. Some fields are reen w n sweep straight Into 
brown with heather or dottelwith th~tyhe~~awssblwhlle otfhe~s are mostly 

•Sauce 
Continued from page 8 

constantly, and boil until all the sugar is dis­
solved. Remove from the heat and stir in the 
chopped mint and vinegar. Set aside, al room 
tempe~ature, for the flavors to blend. This 
sauce 1s also wonderful with roast lamb. ...... 

. This !11cal was really qu ite good, espe­
cially since I have always liked lamb and 
m?re especially since I washed it all down 
with a good glass of ale. 

Af~er finishing my meal, I went 10 pay 
the bill and asked the young man who was 
at the c~sh register what he knew about 
the naming of the pub. He had even more 
to tell me - it was indeed named for 
:,Voodr?w Wilson's mother, who was born 
in Carlisle. Her father, Thomas Woodrow, 

ooms o prickly gorse. 

h~d been the minister of a church in the 
~ity. H7 also said that there was a society 
in_Carllsle which was devoted to keeping 
alive 1_he connection between their city and 
A~eraca ~.nd told me that on one of the 
buildings n_ot too far" from my hotel was 
a plaque which explained the connection. 

. Th_e hour was gelling late, the light be­
~innang to fade, and I had lilllc hope of 
finding the historical marker, however, as I 
returned to the hotel by a slightly differ­
ent route, something caught my eye across 
th~ Sl~eet. 11 was a plaque on the side of a 
building. It was about Woodrow Wilson· 
mother and his tic to Carlisle. s 

The plaq~c was none the better for all its years 
of weathenng, and the day was gelling darker 
aoct darker, but out came the lillle camera any­
w~y. I knew that there had to be some record of 
this for all of us in Augusta County. _ 
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Four years, 10 months and 20 days 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This ar-
0cle was originally published 
Aug. 8, J 994. It appears here 
wllha few minor adjustments. 
Down on lhe fa rm we're chink-

ing aboul spending money. 
Accually, whal happened was 

1ha1 we didn't think about spend­
ing money and chen before we real­
ized whal we'd done, we'd spenl a 
whole pile of money. This is whal 
happens when you're bored on a 
rainy day and somebody tells you 
lhcy' re selling a bunch of cows al 
lhe slock yard Chai day. So moscly 
oul of boredom, you go lo Cheslock 
yard and end up spending money. 

The day would have come and 
gone as any boring rainy day usu­
ally docs wilh me using che day for 
errands in lown and chores around 
lhe house. I did gel chc firsl parl of 
thal accomplished on lhis parlicu­
lar rainy day. However, while on an 
errand at lhe feed mill, someone 
mentioned to me lhal lherc were 60 
Hereford cows 10 be sold al the 
stock yard laler that day. 

"Didn' t you see lhcm adver­
tised?" I was asked. 

No, I hadn' I. Bui then once I 
knew aboul lhc cows and be­
cause I had nolhing beller lo do 
and hecausc che s cock yard was 
jusl a quarter-mile off my dirccl 
mule home and because the cows 
were Herefords, I decided lo go 
by and have a look. 

T/Jc stock yard, for those w/Jo 
arc nol familiar with ii, is like a livc­
slock department store. On any 
given sale day you'll sec any of a 
variety of animals there. Before lhc 
sale you can browse among the 
pens and check out the live mcr­
c~andise. Then during the sale you 
s11 back and relax while some s1ou1-
hearlcd fe llows herd lhe livestock 
inlo the sale ring 10 be auctioned 
off lo the highe~I bidder. 

Walking back through the pens 
al the stock yard, I found numer­
ous ind ividuals hanging ove r 
fence panels looking al penned 
livestock. Asking about the alleged 
cows for sale, I was di rected co­
ward several pens where the ani ­
mals were being held. Most of the 
cows had been sorecd by age and 
size by the lime I arrived al the yard. 
Ochers were slill being lesled and 
pregnancy checked. 

Whal, one mighl ask, docs one 
need lo know if one wants to purchase 
cmvsandwho,one mighl ask, c:in pro­
vide answers about lhe cows? 

Because I happened past the 
pen where the cows were be ing 

Time to 
renew? 

See 
page 2 

DowN ON THE FARM 

From the archives 

BY 

BETTY Jo 
HAMILTO N 

pregna ncy checked and les led 
for brucellosis, lhe velerinarian 
performing these services was a 
good person wilh whom lo begin 
my query of the cows. 

"Yes, lhcy're bred," the vel re­
sponded when I asked. "'Most of 
them seem lo be in the lhird lrimes­
ler. They should calve in lhe fa ll ." 

" Pen 19," one of his he lp­
ers responded when I asked 
where the ca lves were which 
the cows had raised. 

1 checked oul the pen of calves 
- a cow's ca lf is perhaps the besl 
indication of a cow's value -
which looked good for the mosl 
parl and lhen sel OUI 10 find lhe 
slack yard's managers. 

"Cows came from over in Or­
ange," one of them told me. 

uwhy 's \he man sc\\ing, lhcm'?" 
I asked. 

"He died." 
"Oh. Do you know what chey're 

bred 10?" 
"All of them arc bred back 10 a 

black Angus except 15 are bred 10 
a Hereford bull." 

" Do you know which ones are 
bred lo the Hereford?" 

"No." 
" Docs anybody know'/" 
"Well, lhc man who they be­

longed 10 but. .. " 
" ... he died," I said finish ing the 

scnlcncc for lhe slock yard manager. 
A stop in al the yard office gave 

me a chance lo talk wich anolhcr 
one of the yard 's managers. He 
showed me the tickets on the cows 
pointing oul lheir weights. One of 
lhc pens which I had looked al and 
was in1cres1ed in contained among 
its number an absolutely humon­
gous cow which I did not like the 
looks of at all. Looking at the ticket 
for chat pen, I was glad 10 see that 
she would be sold separately from 
the others in lhe same pen. 

" How muc h do you chink 

they'll bring?" I asked, hoping 
for some cryslal baJI nolion of 
what kind of money I was nol 
lh inking about spending. 

"Oh, it's hard lo Cell," I was told. 
I left the stock yard resolved 10 

return later and see lhe cows sold 
and perhaps buy some all the while, 
mind you, nol really thinking about 
spending any money bul fi nding it 
hard lo resisc an opportunity 10 buy 
good Hereford cows. 

Traveling from and then back 10 
lhe stock yard, I recalled the last 
lime I had purchased cows. II was 
almosl five years ago- four years, 
IO monlhs and 20 days lo be exact. 

On chat occasion I bought cows 
al a farm in northern Rockbridge 
County. I stood in a downpour of 
rain for most of that day waiting 
for lhc cows to be sold and ended 
up buying s ix Hereford cows, lwo 
with ca lves . Buying the cows 
wasn't so much of a chore, but load­
ing them onto a !railer from under a 
barn in knee-deep mud and manure 
caused enough trouble that I be­
gan to think I had made a mislake 
in buying the cows. 

There was mo re !rouble the 
morning after lhe sale when I found 
out I had gollen a mismatched cow 
and calf. We had lo load one of the 
cows and lake ii 10 Rockbridge 
Baths 10 exchange ii for the correct 
cow. This aflcr spending all of a 
Sunday morn ing on the phone 
contacting all the other individu­
als who had purchased cows al 
the auction lhe day before lo find 
out which one o f them had the 
cow which matched my calf. 

And then there was yet even 
more trouble wilh these newly pur­
chased cows. Two of them deliv­
ered se ls of twin calves, all dead 
and within a few days of delivery 
one of these two cows died. The 
olher cow never bred back and 
was sold wilhoul ever having pro-
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duced any live offspring. 
The other four cows out of the 

lot of six prospered and multiplied 
and I am able 10 say that from 
these four cows came some excel­
lent offspring. I paid $770 a head 
al the auction for the six cows -
one .which was a complete loss, 
another which was mostly all loss, 
and four which, maybe, four years, 
IO months and 20 days later, have 
paid for themselves. 

Havi ng recounted this expe­
rience you're probably wonder­
ing "Wha t kind of knochead 
would buy cows?" Well. .. 

By 4:30 Friday afternoon I was 
opening che trai ler endgale and 
turning five Hereford cows (no 
calves - Eureka! She ca n be 
taught!) into the pasture. 

" Whal you haulin'?" my father 
asked when he saw me wi ch chc 
trailer hitched 10 the pickup. 

" I bought some cows down al 
the stock yard," I answered. 

" Cows! " he exclai med with 
the same esse nce of shock as 
if I had replied " flying pigs" 
10 his origi na l q ue ry. 

For these cows - felched home 
in a downpour of rain - 1 paid $6 IO 
a head. And I hadn' t even lhought 
about spendi ng lhe money until I 
actually had lo write oul the 
amount on the check- three thou­
sand sixty-five and 00/100 dollnrs 
(which included $3 per head for 1hc 

brucellosis lest, for all you math­
ematicians out there.) 

When you ac tually write out 
lhe amount, that 's when ii hits 
you lhal you 've spent money -
$3,065 - that's when the knot 
forms in your stomach and your 
ches t tightens and your skin be-

comes clammy and your mouth 
goes dry as collon. That's when 
I realized that I'm cow poor. 

But what the heck. ll's only 
money-pieces of paper with pic­
tures of dead presidenls on it, as 
I've heard ii described. I just have 
to keep telling myself, "It's an in­
vestment." ljusl have to keep say­
ing lhat over and over again, prob­
ably 3,065 times, before I'll really 
believe it. Maybe I don ' t have the 
money any more, but so what? 
I've got che cows and they'll 
have ca lves and maybe four 
years, IO months and 20 days 
from Friday these five cows will 
have paid for the mselves. 

Anyway, what e lse could I buy 
wich $3,065? A b ig screen TV? 
A hot tub? An above ground 
p~ol ? A compac t disc player 
w1lh surround sound? 

So if you come lo visit me, we 
won't be watching a movie on big 
screen 1V. We won't be soaking in 
~he hot tub. We won 't be cooling off 
m the pool And we won't be rocking 
the neighborhood with a CD player. 
We won ' t be doi ng any of these 
th ings because I'm cow poor. 

If yo u come 10 visit me, you 
might find the en1er1ainment lack­
ing. Because probably all we'll be 
able lo do is sit on the porch and 
walch lhe cows chew their cuds. 
~~ce}!;'!l,:~ ,<;°.'::.l':Jt:,t ~•:f! ... e;1.t~w­
ment I can offer. And maybe by the 
time you come to visit us down on 
the farm , I will have convinced 
myself that spending money on 
cud chewers was the best way I 
could have spent money. 

"It's an invest men t." Only 
3,064 more times to go. -

Our 26th Anniversary! Enjoy a Family Outing/ 

CH ISTMAS 
TEE 
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November 26 
9 miles South of Staunton on U.S. 11 
(Lee Jackson Highway). Right on 
Howa~dsvil/e Road (Rt. 701) and 
2.3 miles lo Bethel Church. Right 
on Bethel Green Road and 3/4-mile 
lo first farm on the left. 
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Cowplopopoly It's Monopoly with real money and cows 
each for a $900 return dropping the 
101al 10 cam back on Cow No. 2 to 
$64450. You!ll5-SGoandrollect$200. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This ar­
ticle was originally published 
Aug. 8, I 994. It appears here 
with a rew minor adjustments. 
Calculations arc based on 
1989-95 market prices. 

By BETTY JO HAMILTON 

Let's play a litlle game of 
Cowplopopoly lo see who wins and 
loses in the row profit-loss game. But 
unlike the popular board game Mo­
nopoly, in Cowplopopoly you're 
playing with real money and cows. 

The object of the game is 10 
earn back your original invesl­
mcnl, increase your herd size 
and quality, and of course, stay 
oul of the cowplop. 
YOURPIAYING PIECES: 
6 cows, 2 with calves 
GIVEN: Thal boarding cosls for 
cows and calves include only oul­
of-pockel expense; lhal cost cal­
culations do not include farmer's 
labor; lhal the farmer's lime and 
effort is considered a donation lo 
the cause. 
DA'IEPURO-IASED: 
September 1989 
PURO-IASEPRICES: 
No. I -Cow with bull calf, $965 
No. 2-Cowwilh heifer calf, $910 
Nos. 3-6- Cows, S770 each 

Ro\\ the dice lo begin. 
Oooo, bad roll . 
No. 3 cow delivers dead twin 

calves then dies a few days later. 
Never p:1y., for it.<clf. Go directly 
to the tendering plant. Do nor pass 
Go. Do nol collect $200. The pur­
cha~e price of this cow lhen has 10 
be 11bsorbcd by the remaining five 
cows. $770 divided by 5 equals 
$154. Revising rile original starling 
costs yields: 
REVISEDPURCHASEPRICF.S: 
No. 1-Cowwilh bull calf, $1,119 
No. 2 - Cow wilh heifer calf, 
SJ,CXil! 
Nos. 4-6-Cows, $924 each 

You've started this game of 
Cowplopopoly by going in the 
hole bul you still have five 
cows on the Cowplop board 
so roll lhc dice again . 

Oh, loo bad. 
No. 4 cow delivers dead twin 

calves six months after purchase. 
Uh-oh, cow has posl-parlum com­
plications and has 10 be taken 10 

WANTED 
Old wrist & pocket 
watches, unusual 

clocks, music boxes, 
watchmakers tools & 

watch parts. 

ONCE UpoN A TiME 

25 W. Beverley St., 
Downtown Staunton 

Next to the Clock Tower 

885-6064 

Cowplopopoly players need game pieces In 
the form of cows which will produce mar­
ketable calves In order to stay out of the 

cowplop. But one can never tell when the 
unexpected will cause a setback to even the 
experienced Cowplopopoly player. 

PhOUI by &try Jo Hami!".on 

the vet. You lose three turns. 
No. 4 oow does nol breed back. II 

is sold a year later for $534. Don't 
forget the expense of keeping the 
cow - cos\ of summer pasture and 
winter feed; add $IO per month for 
22 months - $220 to the revised 
purchase price of this cow. $924 plus 
S220cquals$1 , 144 minus$534 equals 
a loss of $610. TI1en you have lo 
average Utis loss into lhe four remain• 
i ng oows al $152.50 per head. 

This lime around lhe Cowplop 
board you land on all four animal 
hospitals which arc owned by your 
opponent. Time 10 pay up. 

Adjusting the revised purchase 
prices for lhe four cows yields: 
ADJUSTED REVISED 
PURCI-IASEPRICES: 
No. I - Cow with bull calf, 
$1,27150 
No. 2 - Cow with heifer calf, 
$1,22050 
Nos. 5-6- Cows, S 1,076.50 each 

You're in deepcowplopcounlry 
now bul you ' re not wiped oul -
yet. Blow on the dice for luck and 
roll them again. 

You rolled a double. Good. You 
think maybe your luck is changing 
as you move safely past several 
large masses of cowplop. 

No. I cow with bull calf - Calf 
was weaned, pastured through 
summer then pul on feedlot. It was 
sold for $1,106 which returns every­
thing but $165.50. Bui we haven't 
factored in boarding !he cow which 

for 15 months would be $150. Also, 
we add in the oost of feeding the 
calf oul lo slaughter al $664. Now 
all we have to earn back is $979. 

Meanwhile the cow has given 
birth to another calf which, for the 
sake of the game, we 'II say also was 
a bull . Ir is sold the next fall forS450. 
$979 minus $450 equals $529 bul add 
in $90 for boarding lhe cow. Now all 
we have lo earn back is $619. 

For the sake of lhe game, we' ll 
say lhis cow had bull calves the next 
two calvings, each of these calves 
sold for $450 and we continued lo 
bill ourselves $10 per month lo board 
lhe cow. In lhecow 's fourth year on 
lhe farm she finally rel urns a profit 
of - arc you ready for this - $41 . 
Now for each succeeding year we 
can net $450 on her calf, given 
thal it 's a bull, sublracl $JO per 
month lo board the cow - nol 
adjusting for inna1ion, giving an 
annual rel urn of $330. 

Given thal the cow remains pro­
ductive for four more years, $330 
limes 4 equals a nel return on in­
vestment of$ 1,320. ls this compli­
caled or what? This time around 
the Cowplopopoly board you 

•Blarney 
Continued from page 9 

ney Slone which mean! hanging 
oul over the caslle tower wall while 
a man held onlo our legs. While in 

bought two parcels of land and pul 
a cow and calf on each. 

Roll the dice and continue. 
No. 2 row with heifer calf-Now 

here's where Cowplopopoly really 
gets interesting. 

The adjusted revised purchase 
price for Cow No. 2 with heifer calf 
was $ I ,220.50. The heifer calf is 
kepi for replacement so the cow 
returns no money the first year. 
Oops, one of your cows has landed 
on your opponent's parcels of land 
and you have to pay him for a 
monrh 's worth of feed. Meanwhile 
your expenses keep mounting. 

You add $10 a month for lhe cow 
and S7 a month for the heifer (for 
six months only). Adding $16210 
$1 ,320 equals $1 ,382.50. 

The nextcalflhecow has also is 
a heifer and also is kepi for replace· 
men I which is the same as drawing 
a Cowplop card and losing a turn. 
Still no rel urn and tack on another 
S 162 for board, nudging up the 10-
1al for Cow No. 2 to S 1,544.50. 

Meanwhile lhe Cow No. 2's firs! 
heifer has given birth to a bull calf 
and the cow's succeeding calf was 
also a bull. These are sold for $450 

such an awkward position, we 
placed our lips on the stone and, 
according lo legend, departed with 
the gift of meaningless gab. 

Blarney is truly a commercialized 
tourist lrap where lhe lour buses 

Now, since lwo of lhe offspring 
were heifers kept for replace• 
men!, this $644.50 can be aver­
aged among the three animals, 
each now needing to earn back 
$214.83 lo cover the original pur­
chase cosl of Cow No. 2. 

For lhe sake of the game, we'll 
say each of the lhree has bull 
calves the following year. Add in 
$120 for board for each cow, tak• 
ing the costs up to $334.83 per 
head. Bui wilh a $450 return from 
the sale of each of lhc bull calves, 
the cow and her two offspring are 
each returning $115.17 per year in 
the cow's fourth year on !he farm. 
Once the initial payout is recov­
ered, the cow and two offspring 
will nel $330 each per year. 

If the cow stays in production 
for four more years, ii will return 
$1 ,320. If the heifers stay in pro­
duction eight more years, they will 
return $5,280. The original invest­
ment of $1 ,220 returns $6,600. 
(Boy, this is really looking good 
on paper. Would this make a great 
TV game show or what?!) 

Finally you feel yourself begin 10 
get ahead in the game and your op­
ponent has just landed on a parcel 
of your land where your four cows 
and a bull are grazing. " You' regoin' 
down," you sneer at your opponent 
from across the Cowplop board. 

As for cows Nos. 5 and 6, each 
wilh lhc adjusted revised pur­
chase price of$ I ,076.50, you do 
the arithmetic. Think of it as sort 
of a take -home quiz. I can't do 
anymore calculating. I've gol 
smoke coming oul of my ears just 
from doing the first four cows. 

It 's now July 1995 and you 've 
been playing Cowplopopoly for 
almost six years. Each of lhe origi­
nal four productive cows has re­
placed itself 1.5 limes giving you 
JO producing cows. The invesl­
menl is beginning to show a return. 
About this lime in lhe game you 
draw a Cowplop card giving you 
the opportunity 10 buy five more 
cows for $3,000. Cowplopopoly is 
just like the original version of the 
game. It can go on forever. -

drop off visitors by the hundreds. 
A huge woolen mill has been bu ill 
next lo the caslle. There tourists 
can buy every type of souvenir 
imaginable from whiskey to wool, 

See WOOL, page 13 



Turkey production puts Rockingham at top of the world 
By NANCY SORREUS 

O.K., lhe holidays are upon us, 
so lcl's talk lurkey. 

For slarlers did you ever won­
der why there is a stalue of a tur­
key perched proudly al the Au­
gusta County-Rockingham 
Counly line alongside U.S. I I ? 
Slop and lake a look al lhal bronze 
bird and read in big bold lellers lhe 
proclamalion lhal Rock ingham 
Counly is lhe Turkey Capilal oflhe 
World. And one look inlo lhc beady 
eye of lhal plump bronze bird is 
enough lo quell any doubls. 

"But why," you ask, "would 
Rockingham Counly go oul on 
such a limb and make such a 
boas!'!" fl's nol only because lhc 
counly produces more lurkeys 
lhan any 01her counly in lhe 
counlry (which lhey do al 
lhis lime although lhal 
honor goes back and forlh 
annually among several 
localilies), bu1 also per­
haps more for its conlri­
bution of several inno­
vations that gave rise 
\o \he modern l)Oul­
Hy imluslry. 

Several tech­
nological leaps 
occurred right 
here in lhe Valley, 
smack dab in 
Rockingham , 

upon Blosser 's idea by using an­
other new-fangled idea - elec­
lricity. The Jordan farm south of 
Bridgewaler boasted one of lhe 
first electric hatcheries in lhe area 
in lhe 1930s. Eleclricity in every 
home was unheard of in lhose 
days, so George Jordan cul to 
lhe chase and had lhe eleclric 
line run direclly from lhe main 
power planl 10 his halchcry. 

If Rockingham Counly is lhe !Ur• 
key capilal, ii is because lhe falher 
of modern lurkey produclion, 
Charles Wampler Sr., happened 10 
be born and raised there. Turkey 
produclion as a separale en1i1y 
from chicken produclion look a big 
slep forward when Wampler helped 
his daughler raise a flock of arlifi-

cially brooded lurkeys for 
hcr4-H project Heconlin­
ued lo raise the birds and 
opened up a business 
lhal 1oday is known as 
WLR Foods (Wamp-
ler-Longacre). 

Wampler actually 
launched himself on 

the turkey path in 
1921 when he 

s ,ancll raisi ng 
lhc birds com­
mercially. He 
didn't go al 
lhc lask hap­
hazardl y; in­
slead he 

and thal gives farmers of lhe area 
something to gobble about. The 
first innovation was artificial incu­
bation (You've got lo have a way 
lo hatch those eggs) . In 1884 
Samuel H. Blosser of Dayton de­
vised Virginia's first incubator us-

wrole lo all I he agricullural colleges in 
America and asked lhem for advice. 

ing a bolt filled with sawdust which 
was kept warm by adding hol wa-
ter. In 191 I Blosser built the first 
commercial hatchery in Dayton. 

Other area farmers improved 

Most agricullural eltperls were 
pessimistic regarding his success, 
and Wampler had lo learn from lrial 
and error. One agricultural eltperl 
from Virginia Tech did recommend 
lhal Wampler try raising a large 
number of poults at once. Wampler 
liked lhat suggeslion and his flock 
of 59 birds was lhe firsl commer­
cially raised lurkeys in thecounlry. 

One of Wampler's other ideas 
was 10 separate lurkeys and 
chickens because ofparasile and 
disease problems in lhe former. 
Ano1her was lo breed lhe birds 
for meal produclion ralher lhan 
show. In lhe 1950s Charles 
Wampler's son, Bill, conlinued 
lhis work when he was charged 
wilh making the lraditionally 
bronze-colored turkeys inlo while 
birds lhrough selec1ive breeding. 
The result was lhe Wampler Big 
While, which was produced by 
lhe company for many years. 

Laler Wampler became lhe firsl 
lo suggesl lhal lurkeys be raised 
inside ralher lhan ranged. All of 
lhe early lurkey houses buill by 
lhe Wamplers were 8 feel by 10 
feel and housed 100 birds. Selling 
lhe birds and gelling I hem lo mar­
ket called for impeccable liming. 
A recolleclion by Wampler de­
scribes the marketing process 
where lhe 1urkeys were sold 10 a 
local family who dressed them and 
ice-packed them in barrels for ship­
ment lo Eas1 Coas t marke1s. 

"The birds were shipped by rail. 
It was always critical timing to gel 
the bhds d1.:1\vcrcd before the ice 

melted so Iha! lhe birds would nol 
spoil. Ar lhal lime, lhc law re­
quired lhal bolh lhe heads and feel 
be lcfl on lhe birds." 

Gelling those birds to the rail­
road was easy if you lived close, 
but many lurkey farmers li ved 
miles and miles away from a rail­
road line. Slorics slill abound in 
the area of driving lhe mature lur­
keys lo market. The S1aunton mar­
ket would gel turkeys from as far 
away as West Virginia. Those tur­
keys were walked on fool over the 
mountains, probably driven by 
some footsore farmboy. 

The final innovation 1ha1 
spurred poullry produclion was lhe 

An old photograph taken In Monterey In the 
early 1900s shows turkeys gathered and 

ready for the drive to markets east of the 
Allegheny Mountains. Ptlato ccurt.esy Vit~a C<ippcr 

{ 
l 

A 1942 photo shows a biologist with turkeys at the 
Baltsvllto, Md., roooarch cantor. Tho UnUod s10100 oa-

partment of Agriculture had worked since 1934 to develop 
a small white turkey by crossing several varieties, includ­
ing the bronze turkey, to meet a grQwing consumer need 

for smaller turkeys that would fit smaller ovens and feed 

smaller families. Ni11Klnol Ar<J\lves USOA photo 

crea1ion of specially mixed feeds 
and devising lhe equipmenl to 
blend jusl lhe right grains together 
in order 10 put fal lurkeys on lhe 
table fasler. in 1899 Rockingham's 
D.W. Delwiler crea ted a specia l 
blend of feeds 1ha1 put meat on 
turkeys quicker. 

Delwiler's innova1ions were in­
corporaled into such local feed mill 
giants as Wampler Feeds and 
Rocco Mills. Wampler, for inslance, 
sold severa l varielies of turkey 
slarler and turkey grower. In 1938, 
an agricullural bullelin reminded 

i i.d1[ Jfor11i 
540/886-3451 
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Frederick S1ree1s 
Downtown Slavnton 

farmers Iha\, "ll must be remem­
bered I hat turkey meat is produced 
for human consumption. Don't 
skimp on fatlening them out." 

As a resull of all these innova­
tions, turkey production took off 
in the 1920s and I 930s. A I 932 Vir­
ginia agricullure brochure noted 
lhal lhe state's poullry induslry 
had capitalized on such nalural 
advanlages as "climate and long 
growing season, location and mar­
kets in a time of quick transporta­
tion lhat makes farm-to-city exceed 

See TURKEY, page 13 
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form• to-stalion, to the end that 
poult ry product values in 1929 led 
all other farm oulpul." 

ods produced hens with an aver­
age weighl of 10 to 12 pounds an~ 
toms that weighed 16 to 22 pounds. 

Sixty years later, in 1999, an aver­
age turkey house can be 50 feel by 
400 feel and 11 ,000 hens al a lime 
are raised entirely inside for 100 
days. By the time they are ready for 
market, an average hen will weigh 
I 6 pounds. Thal 16-pound turkey 
will have consumed between 33 and 
35 pounds of feed during its life­
time, half the amount that those 12· 
pound turkeys would have con· 
sumed in 1939! Tom turkeys are no 
longer raised on most farms. 

II shou ld be noled that in that 
year, the Old Dominion produced 
half a million turkeys, but 
Rockingham was NUMBER TWO 
in numbers. Russell County led the 
way by raising 31 ,356 rurkeys, while 
Rockingham rniscd 29,393. Grayson 
was third with 26,335; and Augusta 
was fourth at 22,420. Farmers were 
further advised thal "careful selec­
tion and grading of dressed fowls 
are essential if one cxpccl~ to re­
ceive lop prices. Keep lhe culls and 
unfinished birds off lhe market and 
thereby hclpcreale a belier Thanks­
giving Turkey Markel." 

As more and more farmers 
launched large-scale turkey pro­
duction, they were forced lo deal 
with big city markets. Obviously 
some rural men had been swindled, 
giving rise 10 the warning offered 
by the Virginia Depanment or Ag­
riculture in 1932 advising "against 
shipping lo unknown persons and 
[urging them] lo get lhe financial 
ralingand reliability affirms before 
making shipmen ls lo them." 

Although no information was provided with this photo, It 
might be assumed that these turkeys represented raising 
turkeys on the range which was a common practice be­
fore modern advances in confinement turkey production. 

Charles Wampler Sr. would prob­
ably be amazed al the differences 
in today 's turkey and in turkey pro· 
duction since he raised that first 
flock of birds. Computer chips and 
genetics have taken over. Chance 
hardly plays a role in modern tur• 
key production. Today's turkeys 
are artificially inseminated. When 
a hen destined to be an egg layer 
reaches sexual maturity she is arti­
ficially inseminated once .i week. 
Between the age of 35 and 50 weeks 
she will lay an egg almost every 
day, then production drops and she 
is removed from the egg line. 

Mosl or the turkeys during those 
early years were mammoth bronze 
turkeys although three other 
breeds were commonly advertised 
in forming hullelins: bourbon red, 
Narragansetl, and while Holland. 
The bronze, 1/1e traditional Amcri­
c:un barnyard bird since the co/o­
nia\ pc.tiod, was a cto~!; be\wecn 
\he American wild turkey and the 
<.lomeslic black turkey brought 
over by early setllers. The black 
-probably cumc from the Wes t 
Indies, was introduced into Eu­
rope, and then back lo America. 

By the mid-I 930s, lhc U.S. De-

par1men1 of Agriculture was con• 
ducting breeding experiments to 
create a smaller, while bird thal 
would "meet a growing consumer 
need for smaller turkeys lhat would 
fit the smaller ovens and feed lhe 
smaller families of today. It has a 
compact body, wilh moderately 
short legs, moderately long keel 
bone, and lots of meal on the 
breast and legs." This bird, as well 
as the Wampler bird being devel­
oped in Rockingham, had bronze 
ancestors, bur was bred into the 
bird seen today in the high-volume 
turkey production industry. 

By J 937, nearly S2 million of Vir­
ginia fam, income came from turkeys. 
\n 1939 a 1u,kcy e,op of a million 
birds produced $2.5 million. The 
rules for success in such a market 
were described in one journal: "Care­
ful selection is essential for profit­
able returns. Select only well fin­
ished birds, full breasted, adequate 
fat deposits on the back and rela-
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lively free from pin feathers . Con· 
sumers wanl well finished turkeys, 
so don't flood the market with infe• 
rior birds. Feed the market as it will 
take lhem, wilh good quality birds." 

Fueled by a growing consumer 
demand for poultry meal, the tur­
key industry has been rolling ever 
since. in I 939, an article entilled 
"Growing turkeys the artificial 
way" described turkey houses I 0 
feel by 12 feel and healed wilh oil 
stoves. Two hundred poults al a 
lime were raised in the brooder 
houses for 7 lo 8 weeks then pul 
out to range. Such modern melh-

•Woof 
Continued from page 11 

and from lace 10 linen. We admit lo 
doing our share of shopping. While 
standing in a long line at one of lhe 
dozens of check-out counters, we 
happened lo glance around us al 
the crowds. There in the distance, 
making their way through the 
crowd, was ... the English couple: 
Although lhe crowds were loo 
heavy lo actually make verbal con­
tact, we had again crossed paths in 
ycl another spot in Ireland. 

All those numbers mean lots of 
birds. In lhe mid-1990s, Rocco in 
Dayton processed 17 million tur­
keys a year - 17 limes what the 
entire state of Virgin ia produced in 
1939. In 1998, WLR processed 
577,000 turkeys a week! 

All of which takes us back to the 
turkey monument, which was dedi-

Our day ended in Killarncy in 
the southwestern portion of the 
country. We were at the gates of 
Killarney National Park and the 
Ring of Kerry - a circular scenic 
drive lhat winds 110 miles through 
some of the most drama lie scenery 
in Ireland. Because or the rain we 
battened down the hatches for the 
nighl and decided to venture onto 
the ring in the morning. 

The next day presented a heller 
slate of weather. All day long the 
cycle was one of shorl rain squalls 
quickly replaced by glistening 
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cated in 1955 and refurbished in 
1996. That statue was the result of 
a contest sponsored by the 
Spotswood Garden Club called 
" How lo Beautify Your City." Tcn­
year-old Gerald Harris, an African­
American student in Harrisonburg, 
suggested the turkey monument 
that proclaimed Rockingham and 
Harrisonburg as the turkey capital 
of America. 

Young Harris' idea was so well 
liked by the garden club women 
that they se t about raising the 
$5,650 needed for three monuments 
to be placed on the entrance roads 
to the county. A committee over­
saw the turkey project and Carl 
Anderson Rosebcrg of the fine arls 
department of William and Mary was 
commissioned to sculpt the statues. 
The money was raised through 
generous contributions of people 
like Charles Wampler, Sr. and others 
involved in the poultry industry. 
The slate highway department even 
gave its seal of approval. When the 
monuments were unveiled, they 
were lauded as "a roadside devel­
opment project demonstrating how 
recognition can be brought lo a 
community without the use of bill­
board advertising." 

So there you have it. 
Rockingham truly is the turkey 
capital of the world. Now you can 
really talk turkey wilh your out-of­
town holiday visitors when they 
happen 10 inquire about the tur­
key monument you jusl drove past 
en route to thal holiday feast. -

bright sunshine and rainbows. We 
began with a hike to Tore waterfall 
in lhe national park. Like most wa• 
lerfalls in Ireland the foamy waters 
tumbling down from lhe heights 
were tea-colored from lhe dark 
brown peal soi I that makes up 
much of lhe country. Peat, or turf 
as it is mosl often called, consists 
of decomposing vegetable mailer 
- leaves, plants, etc. - that is 
compressed layer upon layer in 
bogs . In a land of few trees , 
chunks of turf dug out of the bogs 
and dried in the sun, were burned 
as fuel in lhe homes. Many people 
still burn lurf today and the acrid 
smell of lurf smoke slarlles firsl­
time visitors to lhe island. 

How does one describe lhc land­
scape in Kerry? Remote, dramatic, 
barren, breathtaking all come to 
mind. Imagine steep, nearly veni­
cal hills rising up all around you 
and then curving and sweeping 
straight into the ocean. The fields, 
some green wilh grass, mosl brown 
with heather or dolled with the 
yellow blooms of prickly gorse, are 
outlined by lhe wavering rect­
angles of gray stone walls. Sheep 

See KERRY, page 17 
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Augusta County FCE honors members 
formation on Y2K can contact Ms. Kaye Frye, Augusta Coun1r Super­

Campbell al the Augusta County visor; Sarah Ann Whitmore, 

Extension Office, 245-5750. Rockin~ham Co?~ly FCS age~t; and 

Beverley Manor 
DAR honors 
Stephenson 

AC otaff report 

NEW HOPE - The Augusta 
County Family Community Educa­
tion Associa1ion recognized mem­
bers' accomplishments during its 
Achievement Day held rcccnlly at 
New Hope United Mcthodisl Church. 

Catherine Crickenberger earned 
recognition for reading the mosl 
books-268 - duringthepastyear. 
Other FCE members receiving ccr1ifi­
ca1es forrcading books included Jean 
OilZCr, 95; Mary Jane Shaver,60; Judy 
Grove, 57; Linda Howdyshell, 49; 
Hckn Braunwarth, 39; Belly Ot~ 18; 
Nellie Aor.i. 12; Jean Miller, 15; Bcllye 
Randolph, 1 I; Helen Stogdale, IO; 
and Wilhelmina Gaddy, 5. 

Recognized as a 50-year member 
with a certificate from the West 
Central Region was Ora Lotts. 

Members of the New Hope FCE 
contributed over 2,560 hou rs of 
volunteer service during the past 
year. Judy Grove, Area VI president, 
presented Linda Howdyshell, club 
president , with a blue-ribbon cer­
tificate for the club's outstanding 
accomplishment in its goals and 
ob}\:4.:\\\Jc.s . S ervice {)ro}cc\S com• 
pl<·t,·d hy the club included dress­
ing b,:ars for rile W.1yncsboro Sal­
vation Anny to be given lo children 
at Cl1ristmas, serving a meal to Habi­
tat for Humanity workers, support­
ing Tune Out Violence Day in April, 

making donations to lhe Blue Ridge 
Arca Food Bank and 4-H Camp, and 
giving books to local schools. 

Programs presented at club 
meetings during the past year in­
cluded those on arthritis and ex­
ercise, recycling, telephone fraud, 
and blood pressure, diet and 
lifcs1yh: practices. Educational 
trips taken by club members in­
cluded one to the Rotunda al U.Va. 
and Wade's Mill and Buffalo 
Spring J-lerb Farm in Raphine . 

During the Achievement Day 
program, Cristin Campbell, Au­
gusta Coun ty FCS agent, spoke 
about Y2K. She explained that get­
ting ready for Y2K is the same as 
being prepared for any emergency. 
She suggested fami lies may want 
to check their homes for supplies 
including first aid kits, flashlights, 
battery operated radios, extra bat­
teries, blankets, bottled waler, 
foods that do not require cooking 
or refrigeration, non-clcclric can 
openers , prescription medica­
tions , and a ny other essential 
items specific to a family. 

Ms. Campbell talked about infor­
ma\\on on u\\\i\ies , food s a{..:\-y, 

appliances and transportation. She 
s lrcssed 1he irnporlancc of gelling 
a credit report before t/1c end of 
the year. She also warned about 
scams that are coming about be­
cause of Y2K. Anyone desiring in-

Brenda Mosby, Rockbridge Janet Kime, Virg1maFCE pres1dent­

Counly FCS agent, installed offic- elect. Alice Ward provide? enter­

ers for the coming year including lainment by _accompanying the 

Nellie Flora , president ; Helen group for a sing-along of favor-

Slogdale, vice president ; ile son,\:s and hy?'ns . 
Catherine Crickenberger, secrc- For informa110n about Au-

lary; and Jean Miller, treasurer. gusla County 's FCE club, ~all 

In addition 10 Ms. Campbell and the Augusta County Extension 

Ms. Mosby, special guests included Office at 245-5750. -

~ 
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New Hope FCE Club members, from left, Jean MIiier, 

Helen Stogdale, Nellie Flora, and Linda Howdyshell dis­

play the bears which the club dressed for the Waynesboro 

Salvation Army. The bears will be given to children for 

Christmas gifts. Ac '"" pholo 

SUMMERDEAN - The 
Beverley Manor cha~ter of the 
Daughters of the American Revo­
lution recently presented ~oy T. 
Stephenson of Staunton with the 
DAR Community Service. 

He was pre­
se nted the 
award Oct. 26 at 
the DAR meet­
ing held at the 
home of Eliza­
belh Webb. 

Jen Fuller , 
chairman of the 
CSA commit­
tee, presented 
the aw ard to STEPHENSON 
Stephenson 
saying that he had performed vol­
unteer services in organizations 
such as the Heart Fund, Girl Scouts 
of America, Boy Scouts of 
America, American Red Cross, 
Habitat for Humanity, Salvation 
Army, Community Area Transport 
Service, Valley Mission , United 
Way and other organizations. His 
benevolent civic contribueions 
over the years earned him the rec­
ognition represented by the award 
presented to him. 

U.Va. medical school student wins Bowman Scholarship 

In the chapter's program, Ken­
neth Hipkins spoke about "The 
Revolutionary War Era," explain­
ing about uniforms worn by the 
revolutionary soldiers, and the 
meaning of the different colors 
found on those uniforms. He spoke 
briefly about the role of women 
who accompanied their husbands 
in camp. They served main ly as 
hospital helpers or cooks; were 

Cf-lARLO'ITESVILLE-1l1c C. 
Richard Bowman Memorial Schol­
arship at the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine has been 
awarded to medical student Sarah 
Marie Commisso of Fairfax. 

The fourth-year medical student 
will receive a year's tuition and 
fees . Commisso was selected for 
her integrity, enthusiasm and genu­
ine compassion for the ill, qualities 
that distinguished the late Dr. Bow­
man. Bowman was a Staunton na-

tive who graduated from the U.Va. 
School of Medicine in 1974 and 
died in a sailing accident in 1977. 
The award is presented annually. 

Commisso received her 
bachelor's degree from Wellesley 
Collegein 1996with a degree in the 
classics. Upon completion of medi­
cal school, she plans to practice 
pediatric medicine with special in­
terest in the growth and develop­
ment of children in the U.S. and 
abroad. She plays the piano and 

Ol~~Fas~one~ Christmas Greetings 
1117 ai r r_s filled with an11c1pa1ton, Of the day of the big celebratton, 

W11h friends and family galore, Just like back in the days of yore! 

Have a good ol' time 011 Christmas! 

540/337-0045 

guitar and performs vasl amounts 
of volunteer work, contributing her 
time to such places as the 
Charlottesville Free Clinic and the 
Big Buddy Program. 

The scholarship was presented 
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•Plush Toys • Picture Frames 
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134 E. Beverley SI., Staunton 
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Oct. 11 , at the Bowman Lecture, 
"AIDS at the Millenium," given by 
Or. Warren Johnson, chief of the 
division of infectious diseases and 
professor of medicine at Cornell 

See BOWMAN, page 19 See DAR, page 19 
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Schoolhouse News • 
Old Draft school re-opens its doors as Stump Elementary 
By PENNY Pl.EMMONS 

STUARTS DRAFT - Fifth 
grader Logan Taylor likes going to 
school in lhe newly renovated Guy 
K. Stump Elementary School on 
Drart Avenue in Stuarts Draft. 

"I like the openness and having 
more space to move," the I 0-year­
old said. The school, formerly 
known as Stuarts Draft Elementary 
School, closed in 1995 and stu-

dents were routed to the new 
Stuarts Draft Elementary School 
localed adjacent to the middle and 
high schools just off U.S. 340. 

The burgeoning student popu­
lation at the new Stuarts Draft El­
ementary School necessitated a 
$5.8 million upgrade and re-open­
ing of the old school. This past 
August, Stump Elementary opened 
with nearly 380 students. 

The community rallied to the 

school's dedication ceremony in 
October, leaving latecomers with­
sl.anding room only. The children 
prophetically sang, "The future be­
gins with us. This is our day." Guest 
speaker Gerald Stump shed light on 
lhe personage of his father Guy K 
Stump, the school's namesake. 

It took ten years for Guy K. 
Stump to realize his dreams of be­
coming an educator, according 10 
his son. After only two years at 

BMMS students mobilize 
for Operation 
By PENNY PLEMMONS 

CEDAR GREEN - Pencils from classrooms 
all over Augusta County schools nooded into 
Operation Pencil Pal Headquarters localed al 
Beverley Manor Middle School. Melissa 
Vaught's seventh graders needed no instruc­
tion . They expediently carried oul lhc routine. 

"1\venly-thrcc, 1wenly-four, twenty-five," 
went the countdown. The ncxl command, "Rub­
ber hand/"" Who needs /wenry-fivc?" goes /he 
c:luura. And then "KERPLUNK!" 

0 

e en 
ply needs in hurricane-ravaged areas . 

" I wanted a project where every student 
could take par! in helping another," Mrs . 
Vaught said. And once word got around, well, 
let 's say there certainly wasn ' t any lead in the 
scat of the pants of area studen ls. 

Operation Pencil Pal projecl donated 9, I 3 I 
pencils. Some pencils came with cutesy top­
pers and erasers. Over and over again Mrs . 
Vaugh! saw sludenls who did lhc packaging 
reach into their personal belongings 10 pull oul 
.rnorhcr f"'nci/ ro comp/ere a bag. 

Bridgewater College, Stump will­
ingly quit. His father's death ne• 
cessitated that he return home to 
stabilize the faltering family farm. 
According to Gerald Stump, Guy 
K. Stump often joked thal ii took 
him "10 years to get through 
school." The elder Stump es­
poused that "hard work" was lhe 
antidote for many ills. 

Although an ordained Brethren 
minister, G.K. preferred the classroom 

The b<1nded pencils gel packaged by the \OOs 
\n gallon zip lock baggies. The sludcnls tally 
rllcir numbers on a computer spreadsheet and 
lhcn bo1< r/Jc pencils for mailing. Their final des­
tination: Franklin Ciry Schools and st udents 
whose lives were disrupted by Hurricane Floyd. 

Mrs . Vaugh !, also president of the Au­
gusta Counly Educalion Associalion, re• 
ccived a request from lhe Virginia Educa­
tion Association 10 hdp meet school sup-

"The sludcnls have given their very best," 
Mrs. Vaught proudly commented. And, accord­
ing 10 Mrs. Vaught, what lh.: students took great 
pride and fun in doing also gave them a lesson 
in economics, malhcmalics and ci tizenship. 

Sevcnlh-grade student Cerry Desmond put 
his feelings aboul the project lhis way: "We did 
a good deed. II was fun, even though ii look 
awhile lo count all I hose pencils . But, ii was our 
responsibility and we did it." -

Melissa Vaught, center, works with 
students In her seventh grade class 
at Beverley Manor Middle School 
to package pencils for students in 
Franklin City schools. 

By BECKY McMANNES 

GREENVILLE- On Nov. 4 
Riverhcads High School pre­
senled its annual falf produc­
lion . It was Thornlon Wilder's 
play "Our Town." 

rr To 
For those who haven't seen or 

read the play, it is about a girl 
named Em ily and a boy named 
George who grow up together and 
fall in love. Soon after they get 
married, Emily dies. When shear-

See PLAY, page 19 
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Steven Taetzsch, Dominick Desmond and Brad Hennigan 
discuss life In the play "Our Towri' staged recently at 
Riverheads High School. 

to the sancluary and students were 
his congregation. The younger 
Slump slated that his father relied 
on five principals during his 40 years 
serving in the Augusta County 
School System. His beliefs were lhal 
all students should be lrealed with 

See STUMP, page 17 

RHS inducts 
students to NHS 
By EMILY BROWN 

GREENVILLE- lnfrontoftheir 
peers, faculty, and parents , 22 
Riverheads High School Students 
were inducted into the National 
Honor Society Oct. 28. 

These students included Erin 
Anderson, Tina Arehart, Victoria 
Brannock, Melissa Briggs, Emily 
Brown, Joshua Burleson, Kath ­
erine Caldwell , Jennifer Campbell , 
Elizabeth Cash, Reva Danzig, 
Joshua Eng, Jonathan Hartley, 
Ryan Johnston, Mary Law, Hana 
Machac, Warren Mitchell, Heather 
Moneymaker, Adam Mulcahy, Sa­
rah Payne, Ryan Pirkl, Turner 
Pinkin, and Lindsey Richardson. 

During lhc induclion ceremony, 
these students were introduced by 
lhc current NHS officers Jackie 
Taetzsch, president; Jenny Young, 
vice prcsidenl; Reed Fosler, re­
porter; Steven Taetzsch, secretary; 
and Mark Cobb, treasurer. 

There are basic requirements to 
be selected for Nalional Honor 
Society membership. Students 
must have a 3.30 grade-poinl aver­
age and once a member, maintain a 
3.0 or belier. Demonslraling lead­
ership, along with service in school 
and the community are two other 
governing factors of membership. 
The last qualification is that one 
must demonstrate good character. 
The students who meet the aca­
demic eligibilily arc given the op­
portunity lo apply to lhe organiza­
tion. A special commillee of teach­
ers then selects those applicants. 

The NHS does many beneficial 
things for the school and com­
munity. The National Honor So­
ciety holds a sock-hop annual! y 
after a home sports event. The 
members meel every activity day 
to discuss events and issues. 
Each summer the newly-elected 
officers for the upcoming school 
year meet to brainstorm and plan 
activities for the year. Also, mem­
bers have a trash pick-up on a 
local road several times a year. 

Students hold the membership of 
National Honor Society as an honor. 
It is a goal that many strive for dur­
ing their high school careers. Col­
leges think highly of this society 
and those who have worked dili­
gently to become a part of it. -
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Stallion's behavior depends 

on situation, training 
l]ll1I 00 lF [N rr 
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Q: 
Can you aottle a dlsagreoment between 

a friend and me? My friend says thatstal-- , 

lions are dangerous. I disagree because 

I havo seen some really well-mannered 

onos. Who'o right? Why Is It that when 

pooplo hoar that a horse Is a stalllon they 

always conolder It dangerous? 

You have some good quesrions. 

Ir is imporlanr lo recognize rhe po· 
renrial danger of slallions. When 

lhey gel I heir "eyes" on mares, lhcn 

anyone who srands between lhc 

stallions and lhe mares is in a "dan­

ger zone." However if you take lhc 

example of lhc famous Uppizan Sral­

lions you can sec thar they arc ca­

pable of performing as perfect 

gentlemen too. 
Any person who is unfamiliar 

wilh horses can make simple mis­
lakes in common equine courlcsy. 
'fh\s means \ha\ \)<!o-p\c without 

experience should lake care when 
uround horses. 

I can give you some common 

expressions used around horses. I 

find lhem ralher funny because I 

have been lrained with proper man­

ners and know how 10 behave 

around people. "Don't walk behind 

him, he'll kick!" (Why do people 

always say rhar? I haven't kicked 

anyone in the las I IO years!) 

"Walch oul he mighl bile!" (If I 

haven't been hand fed, then I won't 

consider hands as a possible food 

source!) Another one is: "Watch 

--k.m. 

our. He might srep on your fool!" 

(If I slep on anyone's fool, it's defi­

nitely an accident. Usually all four 

of my feel slay in one place unless 

I'm going somewhere.) As I said I 

have been 1augh1 manners. It is 

whal makes me so valuable. 
Stallions have lhe reputation of 

aggressive behavior and poor man­

ners. The key is in the aggressive 

behavior which is natural. Proper 

training is a musl. This means that 

the stallion is taught what is toler­

ated and what is not. A well-man­
m:red stallion is a credit to his 
trainer. I have met stallions that also 

had the kind of rcmperamenls 
which made lheir training easier. 

To answer your first question 

and sellle lhe dispute, you are both 

righl. In the interest of safety, any­

one working around stallions 

should consider them dangerous 

until lhe boundaries of behavior 

are established. On the other hand, 

trainers who work with stallions 

and lake lhe time to discipline them 

properly can help them establish a 
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belier reputation. II all comes down 

lo respect. Common equine cour­

tesy means that people have re• 

spec! for the size, temperament, 

and behavior of all horses, regard­

less of gender. 
In order to answer your second 

question, you must recognize thal 

stallions rend lo be aggressive. The 
more aggressive they are the more 

dangerous they may seem. I have 
heard horror stories about stall ions 

and most of them are from breed­

ing experiences. These stories rend 

lo give people the idea lhal all stal­

lions are dangerous. 
As I said before, a stallion who 

gets his "eye" on a mare has only 

one thing on his mind, and that is 

HER. How he behaves depends on 

two things - his temperament and 

training. Some stallions are very 

aggressive and this causes prob­

lems. Trying to control the breed­

ing situation can seem like a threat 
to the stallion's possession of the 
mare. U \he sla\\ion has an aggrcs-

lHl({l)ll"§e .§ M({l)u1&Ib 

sive temperament, it makes him dif­

ficull to control. His training can 

determine rhe amount of control 

one has over the situation. Either 

the stallion listens or he does not. 

In defense of the stallion, you 

will find lhal in competitive roles 

we do nor hear many "horror" sto­

ries. Outside of breeding, stallions 

can be charming partners and com­

petition can make their breeding 

J.B. Hoofinit is a fictitious lrorse 

clraracter developed by Chris 

Marrs as a service to teaclr lrorse 

care. Questions 10/.B. Hoofinil may 

be s11bmi1ted to P.O. Box /36, 

Greenville, Va. 24440. Questions be­

come the property ofC/rris Marrs, 
a11d a11.nvcrs are subject lo editor 

va lue increase. Champions are 

usually put oul to stud in their re-

1 i remen 1. Champions become 

champions because of the very 

things breeders hope to pass on 

10 foals . Take ii from the horse 's 

mouth, if you remember to practice 

common equine courtesy, you 

should find that most stallions 

know how to behave. -

approval. Information provided in 

tlris colw1111 is meant to be taken as 

general advice. Eaclr lrorse, rider, 

owner, and sit11atio11 reflects differ• 

e/11 problems. J.B. 's answers are 

mea/11 to be informative and enjoy­

able, but 1101 binding. Common 
sense in any situa1io11 is a 1111ul. 
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The stable spotli1:l1t 

Star B offers s1nooth ide, Tennessee-style 
ByCHRIS MARRS 

STAUNTON - The best way 10 
train horses is to learn how 10 ride 
yourself, says Dale Bartley of Star 
B Stables. Dale and his wife, Faye, 
own and manage the stable which 
offers guided trai l rides for anyone 
who would like lo learn more about 
horses and enjoy a three-mile ride 
through the country. 

With a stable boasting I 00 horses, 
mosl of them Registered Tennessee 
Walkers, Dale has been in the horse 
rental business since I 950. He has 
supplied horses for lhe Bird Dog 
Field Trials up and down the cast 
coast for over 25 years. His horses 
have spent sum mers at youth 
camps and resorts , such as 
Shenandoah Acres, for lhe enjoy­
ment of many children and adults. 

This is lhe first year that Dale 

•Kerry 
Continued from page 13 

arc scallcrcd like collonballs from 
the top cliffs down to lhc roadside. 

We detoured off the main ring in 
order lo sec lhc Sl<clligs - \he 
rocky islands julling oul of the 
ocean just off the coast of County 
Kerry. There barren rocks arc the 
we~ternmost portion of Ireland. 
P1•rch c1J 011 one..• of lhc..• rocks 1h:1t 

towers 714 feet above Che ocean, 
arc lhc ruins of a monastery built 
1,400 years ago. For hundreds of 

y1:_a~s early Christians scraped oul 
a Irving on the 44-acrc island, sub­
s isling in conical shaped rock huts 
lhal they built without the use of 
mortar. Amazingly the monks on 
this remote ou1pos1 maintained 
communication with mos t of the 
known world and kept up with cur­
rent events of lhc time, writing 
down accounts of catastrophes 
like plagues and earthquakes 1ha1 
struck thousands of miles away. 

Although we did not actually 
journey lo the islands, we took in 
the history of the place al the won­
derfully done Skcllig Visi tor Ccn-

Kids away at college? 

and Faye have decided to offer 
year-round trail riding al their 
own facility. They are both proud 
of their horses which riders as 
young as 5 or 6 have been able lo 
ride by themselves. 

The Tennessee Walker is the 
breed of choice and makes an ex­
cellent riding partner. They cover 
ground with a smoother gait than 
the three-gaited horse. Walkers 
have a running walk rather chan a 
trot . This was an advantage for 
riders of lhe Bird Dog Field Tri­
als. Many riders spent the week 
in offices al work and only rode 
on weekends. With lhc Tennes­
see Walker they could spend 12 
10 I 3 hours in lhe saddle on week­
ends and nol get sore . 

Star B Stables has had ils own 
breeding program for a number of 
years in order to provide rental 

ler on Valentia Island. The winding 
remote roads we drove in order 10 
gel 10 Valentia were no wider than 
our compact rental car and rose up 
and down 10 heights thal nearly 
equaled the surrounding hills. 

After lingering until nearly dusk 
in Kerry, we knew we had some 
driving ahead of us during lhe 
evening hours. Unfortunately our 
lime in the Republic of Ireland was 
nc;,rly at an end; long bcfon: we h:id 
seen cvcrylhing we wan1ed 10 see. 
We had started in the northeaslern 
parl of the country and had trav­
eled in a big clockwise circle through 
much of the nation. Now we had to 
drive all lhe way back across the 
country and then head north lo 
meet a friend in Northern Ireland. 

The bulk of the ncxl day was 
spent on lhe road as we cul straight 
across Ireland. When we reached 
Dublin, we turned due north and 
headed toward Belfast . We made 
so much lime that we decided 10 
slop in the Valley of the Boyne 
north of Dublin. Our destination 
was the amazing Neolithic struc­
tures called Newgrange and 

See NEWGRANGE, page 19 
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horses. The scallion " Impressive 
Playboy" has sired around 40 foals . 
His Grand Sire was " Midnight 
Sun," a 1945 World Grand Cham­
pion Tennessee Walker. This ex­
cellcnl breeding stock comes from 
world champions. Dale sells some 
horses, but not many. 

How does one care for over 100 
horses? Dale buys his wormer by 
lhe case! And as for farrier care, he 
himself shoes around 60ofhis own 
horses per year. He uses special 
barium shoes for parade horses 

such as the ones seen annually in 
the Waynesboro parade pulling 
the Santa Claus sleigh! 

Safety is an important issue for 
Dale. His horses are w.:ll behaved 
and he claims to have had two very 
influcncial horsemen in his life that 
account for his horsemanship. One 
is his father, Emmel! Bartley, and 
the other "horse wizard" is Bob 
Anderson. Training horses has 
been a large part of Dale's life, buc 
he cauti ons lhal mosl people go 
into !raini ng horses withouc 

enough experience. "They don'I 
know how lo pick a horse that's 
gentle by looking at them . I can," 
he explains. 

Churches, civic organizations, and 
many nonprofit groups have found 
their way 10 Star B Stables. In addi­
tion 10 the guided trail rides, the 
stable also provides hay wagon rides 
and looks foiward lo offering riding 
lessons in the near future . Large 
groups an: welcome by appoinlmenl. 
Anyone interested in more infonna­
tion may call 885-8855.-

Horses stand patiently while riders find their 
mounts for a guided trail ride at Star B 
Stables In Staunton. The stable has about 

100 horses, mostly Tennessee Walkers, 
which it uses for trail rides. 
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0 Stump 
Continued from page 15 

respect, faculty and staff arc impor­
t an I, humor is a daily necessity, 
Jesus is a good example to follow, 
and hard work is !he difference be­
tween success and failure. 

He held lo the simple philoso­
phy of educating students on thei r 
personal academic level and then 
helping lhem realize their dreams. 
With his typical flare for humor, 
Stump penned, "There is nothing 
new in education. We just rename 
it as ii comes around again." 

Guy K. Stump "had a 'down 
home' philosophy," his son com­
mented. He could be found doing 
a variety of school related !asks, 
from mopping floors to bringing 
teachers into his home lo help them 
improve !heir record keeping. 

During a 1960snowslonn,Slump 
pushed his way to the school on his 
tractor in order to light the stove that 
would keep the pipes from freezing. 
During harvest he often brought 
vegetables from his own garden 10 
share with the children and staff. 

Guy K.Stumppassedawayin 1989. 
And in the word5ofDr. Gary McQuain, 
Augusta County School Superinten­
dent, " the legacy for Stump Ele­
ment.a.cy's future is set; (it is) based 
on the legacy of the pas!." -

-



Reflecting pool reflections 
November 1999 

Dear Maude: 
It has certainly been a long month here in Washington, what 

with all the arguing by both political parties over the national 
budget. They argue and begin to really like the sound of their 
voices as they ring through those hallowed halls (the acous• 
tics there are quite good) so they add just a few more sen­
tences. Time drag.son. It seems as if those debates never end. 

As we work later, we also start coming into work later, and 
the effectiveness of those staggered working hours goes 
out the window. Everyone seems lo be out at once. The 
streets and highways are clogged. One day last week it took 
one of the people in our office two hours to gel lo work 
when ii usually only takes a little over an hour. The subway 
cars arc packed. This sort of thing requires an adjustment in 
ones own personal space requirements. Other automobiles 
arc often nol much more than six inches from your car. The 
tables in the little restaurants are often only JO or 12 inches 
apart. It is hard lo tell what your luncheon partner is saying 
since you also hear the conversation from both sides . 

Then there is the subway. With the stations so full of 
people, ii is every person for themselves. Shoulders mash 
against shoulders, briefcases bump into handbags. Large 
backpacks lake up quite a bit of space as they loom out 

behind their owners. Usually those backpacks hang precari-

ously over the lap of some seated rider. With all this mashing 
together, there is no air left to breathe. Could ii be that as our 
brains become so starved for oxygen we pay no attention to 
many things around us? So what if we saw some prominent 
Washingtonian at lunch snuggled up with someone we know 
is not his wife. Who cares. Are we becoming so conditioned 
to this that we put up with what others in less insane areas 
might not? I gives one something 10 ponder about. 

There are other things that cause us lo stop and wonder, 
as well. One of my co-workers came back from lunch one day 
last week all excited. "You absolutely must go up the street 
and see the exhibit at National Geographic," he said 10 us. 

The exhibit is called "Dinosaur Giants of Africa" and they 
have on display there oomplete skeletons of two dinosaurs from 
the Sahara Desert. Dinosaurs are familiar images of the distant 
past. Almost every school-age youth knows the names and dif­
ferences between all the species. But seeing drawing.s or fiction­
alized movies in no way prepares you for the real thing. I had two 
errands lo run, so it did not take much persuasion for me lo stop 
by and have a look. Oh how I wish the exhibit was going 10 be 
there longer! How Annalee's boys would love to see it. 

The two skelelOns were put up in the small, round lobby of the old 
Natioml Geographic building. It is a beautiful little lobby that stretches 
up past the first two floors and has a domed ceiling painted dark blue 

with a section of the night sky reproduced against it The largest 

0 0 

By Roberta Hamlin 

skelelOn is standing straight with its head all the 
way up to the ceiling and its tail down on ~ 
floor and is lost in a mass of potted rrees. Nick 
said that there was another 20 feet of tail which ,..,,. 
they were unable to fit into the building. -· 

The second, smaller skeleton is stret.ched out in a more 

horizontal fashion with it 's tiny head right over the door as 
you come in. The first sight of them takes your breath away. 

The bones of one raised foot on the larger of the two is about 
the right size to fill a bushel basket. As one stands and looks 

at these bones, it is truly humbling. It must have been danger­
ous 10 have lived in those days with such huge creatures 

lumbering around. They could do more damage than a pol iii• 
cian!-well, almost as much, at least. Standing there, looking 

at the bones of such magnificent beasts really makes one feel 
small and insignificant. Our local politicians would most cer­

tainly feel very uncomfortable around such magnificence- I 
certainly did not see any of them there. 

I am glad I got to see the exhibit, for after all the crowd­

ing and Jack of space one faces in the city, it was so nice 

to have a change of perspective . 
My bags are packed and I am ready to head home for the 

Thanksgiv ing hol idays and the great Middlebrook celebra­
tion for its new historical marker. Give everyone my love, 

and tell !hem I am on my way home. Lulu 

0 
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By NANCY SORRELLS 

VERONA - II w11~ an evening 
with enough cnvironmi:nta//y posi­
tive srarcmi:nts and awards lhat 
even Mother Earth would have 
been forced lo break into a slight 
smile. At the Headwaters Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(HSWCD) Natural Resources Con­
servation Banquet held recently at 
Verona United Methodist Church, 
seven separate conservation 
awards were handed out to people 
from all walks oflife including farm­
ers, teachers, a member of the 
clt:rgy and a forester. 

John Johnson, of Sheaffer Inter­
national , presented the keynote 
address . His company specializes 
in innovative types of waste water 

trcalmcnl which produce "no 
odors, no sludge and no dis• 
charge. " He noted rhar environ­
mentally friendly waste reclamation 
was all about "managing wastes as 
resources." He added, "Wastes are 
resources in the wrong place." His 
company's system turns treated 
water back into the environment as, 
among other things, nutrient-free 
irrigation for agricultural crops and 
landscaping projects. 

Sheaffer International is currently 
installing a waste water system in 
the Broadway(rimberville area 
which will handle almost 2 million 
gallons of water a day. Such plants 
are the wave of the future, noted 
Johnson. "We can manage waste 
waler in an aesthetically pleasing 
way and some farmers can have 

HYPES GATEWOOD 

drought-free farming forever." 
Next on the evening's agenda 

was a special recognition award 
given to Wayne Hypes, associate 
?irector of _the HSWCD. "Wayne 
1s the Cal R1pken of conservation," 
noted Robert Whitescarver CREP 
Technical Coordinator,' as he 

--~-------, 

Macy and Kevin Fox were 
presented a Forestry con­
servation Award for the 
work they have done on 
their farm, Alfoxden 
Chace, In southern Au­
gusta County. 

Chris Smith, far left, and Charles and Marty Sheets 

received Conservation Farm of the Year awards for 
practices they have Implemented on their farms 
Smith operates a purebred Hereford farm and th~ 
Sheets family operates a dairy • Fheto, by N.u\cy Sorr~ , 

handed Hypes his award given for 
almost 60 years' service as a pro­
fessional conservationist. Over the 
years, Hypes, whom Whitescarver 
called his hero, helped put in over 
400 Augusta County farm ponds 
and helped get the county's 16 
flood control darns in place. 

"He's forgotten more about con­
servation than I will ever know," 
summed up Whitescarver. 

Following the special recogni­
tion presentation, Conservation 
Specialist John Kaylor went over 
some of the district highlights for 
1999. T~ese included hosting a lo­
cal Env1rothon contest which was 
won by Stuarts Draft Team A. 
There was also a successful 
mentorship program, a water tour 
for teachers, many conservation 
improvements made on local dairy 
and poultry farms and 162 acres of 
forested riparian buffers installed 
in Augusta County. 

USDA Natural Resources Con­
servation Service Team Leader 
William Patterson then offered a 
few remarks· about the success of 
conservation locally. " It's a differ­
ent world out there now," he said 
of the work being done by 
HSWCD. "Now we talk about nu­
trients and buffers - things we 
had never heard of years ago. But 
the one thing we should always 
hold first and foremost is the con­
servation ethic." 

The final portion of the program 
featured a number of conservation 
awards. Three teachers, Sally Rule, 
elementary; Betty Gatewood 
middle school; and Darrell Steege' 
high school, were tapped as th~ 

HSWCDTcachersoflhc Year. Con­
servation Technicians Amy Garber 
and Sandra Greene introduced the 
honored teachers and presented 
each with a plaque. 

Ms. Rule, who teaches at Bessie 
Weller in Staunton, makes it a prac­
tice to inspire her students and col­
leagues with artistic and creative 
activities. The students she takes 
into the school Greenlab explore 
nature through such activities as 
stream sampling, tree planting and 
butterfly gardening. Leaming is fun, 
but challenging for her students. 

Ms. Gatewood, who teaches at 
Stewart Middle School, is known 
as the organizer of field days and 
fi_eld trips. The proof is in the pud­
ding and the learning experiences 
she cooks up are enjoyed by stu­
dents as well as the professionals 

See AWARDS, page 20 
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Sharp-shinned hawk seen 
on Indian SUlllDier ramble 
sv""°MARKGATFNOOD So, it's a bird-eating hawk. You 

might wonder how that squares 
with our bird feeding inler­

ests. Do we have a 
moral dilemma here? 

11 was nice _ those lasl few 
. eks in October before the _11me 

"' ed back_ to squeeze m an 
c~~fns walk up the hill. The Dog 
cot 10 blow off some energy_ after 
i ing inside all day and I en Joyed 

--- Actually, I like lo think 
/if: . ofilas a verlically integrated 

rveying the fall colors from . my 
~~crlook bench. This one par11cu­
lnr evening though, 1he bench had 
something else m store. 

ii ", . feeder system, where the 
_ _...,..i]; ~ oilseed feeds the small 

---- !pl birdsandsomeoflhesmall 

1 was just about to sit down when 

1 noticed twO little puffs of dark gray 
oown fe.:ithers on the bench. In the 
clearing around the bench were at 
least half a dozen more puffs _of 
down. It didn't look like a cat _kill: 
(here were no bigger parts, no wmgs, 
head 01 internal organs. It !ook_ed 
like a bird had just exp)oded _m mid­
air. While I was mulling 1h1s over, 
something gray hurtled through the 
scrub pines and perched about SO 
feet away, just above eye level. It 
shook its wings out and folded 
them back lt was about to preen 
some more when i\ S""' me. 11nll 
shot o{{ "\> \'1e hi\\. 

\' II love to have you think that a 
two-second sighting in failing light 
was enough for me to make an in­
~lanl posilive JD. but il's just nol so. 

1 ILi✓ Ill check a field guide and my 
noles 10 con[jrm my hunch. There 
wi..%omething about that night path, 
roo:you couldn't have lhrown a soft­
ball through those pines on lhe palh 
lhal bird look wirhout bouncing off 
!angled limbs. Thi~ was a small, ag­
ile hawk, and ii knew something 
aboul !hose puffs of down. 

lf your idea ofa hawk is lhc com­
mon red-rail, soaring majesrically 

on broad wings, 
you'll need to scale 

down a bit. My 
evening visitor was a 

sharp-shinned hawk, not much 
bigger lhan a mourning dove, 
mostly grey on the back and gen­
tly striped on the breast. Where the 
red-tail's broad wings provide lift 
for soaring over open fields, the 
sharp-shinned hawk 's wings are 
shorl, almost stubby, to allow for 
twisting flight through dense 
cover in pursuit of smaller birds. 

The old bird books list names 
that convey this pretty well: little 
blue darler and small stub-winged 
bul/ct hawk. The puffs of down 
were consistent with the sharp­
shinned hawk's feeding methods; 
ii typically plucks most of the fcalh­
ers from ils kill, then eats it whole. 

•Bowman 
Continued from page 14 

Medical College. Commisso is the 
22nd recipient of the Bowman 
Scholarship. 

Members of the U.Ya. medical 
faculty select five fourlh-year stu­
dents to be Bowman Scholars each 

:xfff l/lc11£Jd;1f.,1 tue/elftutp 

ii/le dtn'!!o/-wd ca,e, 
//t~l&!t.sfl~.11a ~~ 

.m-t~/6~ tl/e;e/_.....,..,....,......,_. 

lall\1an:11ili:iil 

Give Augusta Country this holiday season, 
and they'll thank you the whole year through!!! 

One year, 11 issues - $16; 
Stocking stuffer - 6 issues for $8 

5%" 71' et1tYt Jed a 

&,&lap ?'edvzp cad 
✓t<Jllfllt✓';? tlfe nctjti-

' C✓tt ()/ JIOfV p,jt, 

Mai~,ch~-~~ or money order to Augusta Country, P.O. Box 
51, Middlebrook, va. 24459. Include comple_te _name, ad­
dress and phone number for each gift subscription. 

birds feed the larger birds. 
We actively manage our lilllc 

piece of land lo provide seed and 
berry plants for food and brushy 
areas for cover, so I like to think 
that sharp-shinned hawk had to 
work for what it got. The fact !hat 
it's been seen here several times 
would indicate that pickings are 
fairly good and that pleases me. 

And what about the down puffs 
by the bench? I found only one 
feather with any !race of color and 
it was red. The one whose luck ran 
out may have been a cardinal. 

Now it's winter, by the clock if not 
the calendar, and it's dark when I get 
home. The Dog will have to be satis­
fied with a couple of laps around the 
house and we'll both have to wail 
for weekend mornings lo get out on 
the hill and see what's been going 
on in Augusta country. -

year, one of whom receives the 
Memorial Scholarship. Other Bow­
man Scholars selected were Lynn 
Darby Fogarty of Alexandria, Kim­
berly Meyers Galgano of Rich­
mond, Marc Christopher Harvey of 
Greenville , S.C., and Ashley 
Zlatoper Stolle of Atlanta, Ga. -
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•Newgrange 
Continued from page 17 

Knowth. Thesearesomeoflhemost 
complete prehistoric structures in all 
of Europe. A quarler of a million 
people a year come to pay hom~ge 
to the engineering and constructiOn 
fealS of these ancienlS. 

After viewing a movie and walk­
ing through an impressive museum, 
buses rook us first to Knowth. These 
giant burial mounds were all buill 
more 1han 5,000 years ago. The pre­
cision in the conslruction would be 
hard 10 duplicate today. Knowth has 
seen almost continuous habitation 
for five millennia. As a consequence, 
those living here in the last few hun­
dred years thought the mounds were 
par! of the natural landscape. Care­
ful excavation since lhe 1960s, how­
ever, has revealed the true reason for 
the hills' existence. 

These hills were portal tombs 
that conlained the cremated re­
mains of an ancient civilization. 
Passages into lhe center of the 
tombs were aligned so that a shaft 
of sunlight entered only during 
lhe fall and spring equinoxes. Ar­
ranged around the largest mound 
are large rectangular stones 
called kerbs tones. The stones are 

0 DAR 
Continued from page 14 

under the discipline of the band 
master and were known as camp 
followers. Technically, !he Conti­
nental Army still exists today as 
the men who served were fur­
loughed home and never recalled. 
This was because there was no 
money to pay for their services. 

Jacqueline Cahoon, regent, 
opened the meeting, conduc1ed the 
ritual and a short business meeting. 

Julia Richmond accepted the 
Chapler Achievement Award for 
placement in the chapter scrap-

•Play 
Continued from page 15 

rives in the afterlife, the dead await 
her. They allow her to visit one 
day from her past. She chooses 
her 12th birthday. She realizes that 
she has taken life for granted. 

"I thought it was a play that 
showed us the importance of life. 
That it's not something lo take for 
granted," said Steven Taetzsch 
who played the paperboy. 

Many of the students enjoy act­
ing in this play. "It seemed like a fun 
and interesting thing to do and ii 

carved with mysterious swirls 
and spirals whose meanings have 
been lost in the mists of time. 

Newgrange is just up the road. 
This porlal tomb is even more spec­
tacular. The large circular structure 
was studded with fist-sized stones 
carried here from 70 miles away. A 
passage more than 60 feet long 
leads into the center of the mound. 
Lining the narrow passage are 
slabs of stone weighing several 
tons each. Newgrange has also 
been aligned lo astronomical cal­
culations. For five days each year 
around the winter solstice (the 
shortest days of lhe year), a shaft 
of sunlight from the rising sun pen­
etrates a window above lhe en­
trance portal and makes its way all 
the way down the passage until its 
beam penetrates the inner sanctum. 

We entered the tomb, walked in 
a crouch down the narrow passage­
way and stood in the pitch black 
darkness while the tour guide cre­
ated a simulalion of the solstice Cl(· 
periencc using an electric beam of 
light. Even though we knew what 
we were seeing was a simulalion, 
the effect was so moving as to be 
almost spiritual. I was left believ­
ing that for lhe prehistoric race 

See TOMB, page 20 

book and Harriet Baldwin accepted 
a certificate of appreciation in rec­
ognition of her service in the armed 
forces during World War 11. 

GucslS present were lrvin Rosen, 
Charles Beard, Wilson Snead, Rob­
ert Baldwin, Roberta Hamlin, 
Brooks Cushman, Diane Pfizen­
mayer, Elizabeth Lewis, Augusta 
Jamison , Sue Eicher, Louise 
Heffner, Virginia Windley, Eva 
LanlZ, Les Cahoon, John Sproul, 
Helen Hipkil), Margaret Harris, 
Doris Mathews, Deloris Poole, 
Gwen Slephenson, Wanda 
Stephenson, Drew Stephenson, 
and Norma Stephenson. -

was. It was really fun to sec every­
one put a little bit of themselves 
into their character," said Brad 
Hennigan who played the milk man. 

"I wanted to try my hand at act­
ing. I thought doing the play was 
fun," Taetzsch said. 

William Dillon directed the play. 
The actors in the play were Kori 
Valz, Jessica Hill, Hennigan, 
Taetzsch, Will Richert, Matt Ishee, 
Rachel Howard, Meredith 
McCool, Jamie Gano, Dominick 
Desmond, Katie Handley, Julie 
Waltz, Daniel Gerber, Josh 
House, and Seth Kislick. -

---- -~_ve!~ __ fa~!~Y~.R~~~~r.~l'l~ . 
Rt. 11 North, ML Crawford 433-0993 . 
Serving lunch Monday through Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m .. 

2 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert ... $4.99 
B<MYag,,-Sfom, 

Serving dinner Monday through Thursday, 4 - 8 p.m. 
3 entrees, hot vegetables, salad bar & dessert ... $6.99 

Bavoraga-SI o.t!r.l 

Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
Hows: Mon.-Thur~ 11 am.-8p.m.; Frl & Sat, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sun., 11 am.-6:300.m. 
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Cookie's Fortune offers pleasant crumbs in a dreary movie season 
On a friend's advice, Hannah's 

mom gave a look to Robert Altman 's 
Cookie's For1u11e and she's glad 
she did. Not only did ii cost less 
lhan a movie 1icke1, ii beat anything 
lhal 's currently playing al lhe Bijou. 

lonely for her dead husband 
"Buck," Cookie commits suicide lhe 
day before Easler. She thus sets in 
motion a chain of evenls lhal will 
ullimately reveal all the town's hid­
den connections and family secrets. 

him!") and incarcerates him in an 
unlocked cell; Emma moves in with 
him in a show of solidarity. Even 
Camille is aghast but she fears in­
criminating herself as much as she 
does losing whal she sees as her 
due inheritance, Cookie's house. 

ll's Easler weekend in Holly 
Springs, Miss., a piclure perfccl 
lown that harbors !hose characters 
and conneclions found only in lhe 
Soulh. The town's eccentric, pipe­
smoking matriarch Jewel Mae 
"Cookie" Orcutt (Patricia Neal) lives 
in a large, rambling house wilh her 
old friend Willis Richland (Charles 
S. Dutton). Willis and Cookie share 
an enduring friend~hip and mulual 
admiralion made more compelling 
by Jewel's strange and estranged 
family: her overbearing nieces 
Camille Dixon (Glenn Close) and 
dimwilled Cora Duvall (Julianne 
Moore), and Cora's wild daughter 
Emma (Liv Tyler). Desperately 

•Tomb 
Continuedfrompage 18 

which conslrucled Newgrange, the 
experience musl have certainly 
been a religious ritual. 

Every year during the solstice, 
30 or so people crowd into lhe sa­
cred chamber in lhe cenler of 

Ncwgrangc in order to be eyewit-

11Awards 
Conllnuedfrompage 18 

she rc:<·ruits to help get the conser­
vation message out to the middle 
schoolers. In the spring of J 999, 
Ms. Gatewood bravely escorted a 

whole group of students lo an is­
land in the Chesapeake Bay for a 
three-day field trip. 

Steege, an agriculture teacher at 
Stuarts Drafl and Wilson High 
Schools, also doubles as an 
Envirolhon coach. In fact, he missed 
the banquel because he was busy 
coaching a student learn in Louis­
ville, Ky. The secret to Steege's suc­
cess in the classroom is a melding 
of farming, environmental ecology 
and true concern for his students. 

The Forestry Conservation 

Things go awry when Camille 
discovers Cookie's body. Appalled 
lhal her aunt would dishonor the 
family by doing such a deed, ("no 
one in_ this family has ever done 
such a thing!" she angrily insists 
lo her aunt's corpse) she and Cora 
rearrange the crime scene lo make 
ii look like Cookie was murdered. 

The town is shocked and disbe­
lieving when Willis is charged wilh 
the murder, despite lhe facl lhal all 
evidence points to him - his fin­
gerprints are all over lhe guns in 
lhe cabinet, the doors, the kitchen. 
Sheriff Lester Boyle (Ned Beally) 
proclaims his innocence ("I know 
he didn't do ii - I've fished with 

nesses to the event. Don ' t rush 
over this year, however, because 
the wailing list is many years Jong. 

One more amazing event hap­
pened during our final day in Ire­
land. As we moved through the 
hordes of people coming 10 and 

from New grange, one couple sud­
denly appeared before us. You 

probably guessed ii - the English 

Award for \he year wenl 10 \he Rev. 
Kevin Fox and his wife, Macy, for 
the work they have done on !heir 
farm, Alfoxden Chace, in southern 
Augusta County. The Foxes have 
excluded lives lock from springs on 

lhe properly by fencing 130 acres 
of woodland. They also have stabi­

lized roads against soil erosion and 
worked to create a managed forest 
that will encourage wildlife diversity. 

"There was wondcrf ul landowner 
interest here and the Foxes were a 
tremendous pleasure lo work wilh," 
noled Counly Forester Mark 
Hollberg. "What they have created 
here is forestry with lhought." 

During the evening, two farms 
were honored for conservalion­
minded improvements and environ-

An invesligalor is brought in to 
piece together the disparate pieces. 
In the meanlime, Camille and Cora, 
wan ling 10 take their rightful place in 
Holly Springs society, move into their 
aunl's house, further compromising 
the crime scene ("loose silly depu­
ties left all their yellow tape behind," 
Camille complains as she slices her 
way through it lo the fronl door.) 

If this all seems loo serious, ii is 
not. Robert Allman, known for his 
more cynical slories likeM•A •s•H. 
and Nashville, has assembled an 
all-slar cast 10 breathe life into 
Anne Rapp 's (That Thing You Do, 
The American President) very 

couple. For the fourth lime in five 
days in four far-flung spots across 
an entire country we had encoun­
lered this couple! They were 
equally dumbfounded al the coin­

cidence. This lime we exchanged 
names and addresses, suggesting 
with a laugh that we might as well 
vacation together next year! 

menially sound agricultural prac­
tices implcmenied by the owners. 
Shec:ts Dairy Farrn in Mt. Solon is 
run by Charles, Michael and Marty 
Sheets. By installing a dairy lot loaf­
ing system, the Sheets have re ­
routed a spring that drained through 
lhe barnyard, fenced out lhe main 

waler channel, installed troughs, 
created cattle walkways, and al­
lowed vegetation to regenerate on 
denuded portions of the landscape. 

The benefits include lhe preven­
tion of manure and sediment from 
entering waterways, 1he retention 
of a portion of the manure as a fer­
tilizer resource, the prevention of 
erosion and increased herd heahh. 

"You have no idea what a plea­
sure ii is lo go 10 lhe farm each 

)?eslerda~'s '-Vealher 
Dec. 10, 1699- A severe ~ 
ice storm hit Boston 

Most '!~wspapers include a weather forecast in 

each edition. But we try lo be a little differe11I at 

Augusta Country. We may not know what tlte 

weath~r will ~e like tomorrow, but we sure know 
what 11 was ltke yesterday. 

Dec. 1,1913 -A six-day front range 
snowstorm began. II produced a 
record total of 46 
inches al Denver, 
Colo. 

Mass . , causing much dam: • 

age to orchards. 
Dec. 22, 1839- The second 

of triple December storms hit 
lhe northeastern U.S. The storm 

produced 25 inches of snow at 

Gellysburg, Pa., and gales in New England but 

only produced ligh1 snow along the coast'. 

Dec. 27, 1892 - An Atlantic coast storm pro­

duced a record I 8.6 inches of snow at Norfolk 

Va., including 17. 7 inches in 24 hours . The stor~ 

also produced 9 .5 inches of snow at Raleigh, 

N.C., and brought snow to northern Florida for 

lhe first time in 35 years. (26th- 28th) 

Dec. 31, 1917 - The temperature at 

Lewisburg, W. Va., plunged lo 37 degrees be­

low zero lo set a state record. -

tnfonnauon lorthls report wu taken from tho World \-'IJdo \'/c.b homtpago of tho U.S. Storm Di ta Center. 

heartwarming, sweet story. Patricia 
Neal (Hud, The Subject was Roses, 
and numerous other films) is a de­
light as Cookie. She and Charles S. 
Dullon, a Baltimore actor who 
once served lime for murder, are 
reminiscent of Jessica Tandy and 
Morgan Freeman in Driving Miss 
Daisy. Liv Tyler (Armageddo11, T1wt 
Thing You Do) is al case playing the 
wild yet innocent Emma. Only 
Julianne Moore's (Be1111y aruJJoon, 
Boogie Nights) doesn't fit well into 

the ensemble. It is Glenn Close (Fa­
tal Attraction, Sarah Plain and 
Tall), however, who goes over the 
lop as the hyper, grasping, arrogant 
Camille and gets caught with her 
hand in the cookie jar. Though she 
appears al times to be overacting, 
she captures the essence of mis­
placed sensibilities and greed. 

Cookie 's Fortune may be just lhe 
lhing for a quiel night al home dur-

Ruarigh and Karen have cor­

responded wilh us by e-mail for 
the last couple of weeks. II turns 
out lhal he is an archaeologist 
and she is a flori s l. I am certain 
we will see them again. 

With that experience we ended the 
firs I leg of our birthday journey. Our 
whirlwind lour of the Irish Republic 

day and sec the improvcmcnls we 
have made over the last 8 10 I 0 
months," said Charles Sheets as 
he accepted his award. 

The other Conservation 
Farmer of the Year Award went 10 
Chris Smith who runs Swallow 

Hill Farm near Roman Ridge . 

Smith has a cow-calf operation of 
registered Herefords. Last year he 
undertook an extensive grazing 
land protection project in which 
cattle were fenced out of stream, 
pond and welland areas. Alterna­
tive waler supplies were developed 
including a !rough below the pond 

FLICK 

A movie 
review by 

Hannahs mom, Sue Simmons 

ing the busy holiday season. The 
movie's message about choices and 

unintended consequences unfolds 
slowly. It is funny but its humor is 

subtle and sophisticated. The film 
is rated PG-13 for one violenl act 
and the suggestion of sexual situa-
1 ions. Hannah's mom gives 

Cookies Fortune four bananas. -

seemed destined to be inexplicably 

caught up with the national game of 

hurling and as well as a visiting 

couple from Yorkshire. It was truly a 
birthday present to remember.-

Next time: Hurricane Floyd 
comes to Europe, c/1ecking 0111 

the ruins, the birthday party 
moves to Scotla11d. 

and a spring-fed trough. 
"Whal Chris did was fence the 

callle out of the stream, put in 
new watering troughs, fence out 
the sensitive areas, create a rip:,r• 
ian forest area, and help heal 
some critical areas of the land," 
noted Natural Resource Techni­
cian Charles Cummings. 

All of the evening's award win­
ners showed that conservation is 
a smart choice that makes a dif­

f~rence in everyone's quality of 

life. The award recipients have 
sci a high standard for which 

others should reach. •·· 
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